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Wed. Oct. 4/Tishri 14 Thurs. Oct. 12/Tishri 22
Erev Sukkot (see p. 6) Shemini Atzeret (see
Light candles, 6:14 p.m.
p. 7)
Services, 6:15 p.m.
Morning services,
Meal, following services
including
Yizkor, 9 a.m.
Thurs. Oct. 5/Tishri 15 Evening services, 6:30
First day of Sukkot
p,m.
Morning services, 9
Simchat Torah party,
a.m.
following services
Kiddush after services
Evening services,
Fri. Oct. 13/Tishri 23
6:15p.m.
Simchat Torah
Meal following services
Morning services, 9
Light candles, 7:30 p.m.
a,m.
Light candles, 5:59 p.m.
Fri. Oct. 6/Tishri 16
Evening services, 8
Second day of Sukkot
p.m.
Morning services, 9
a.m.
Sat. Oct. 14/Tishri 24
Kiddush following
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
services
Services, 9:20 a.m.
Services. 6:15 p.m..
Fr1. Oct.20/Tishri 30
Meal following services
Light
candles, 5:49 p.m.
Light candles, 6:10 p.m.
Services, 8 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 7/Tishri 17
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. Sat. Oct. 21/Heshvan 1
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
Services, 9:20 a.m.
Services, 9:20 p.m.
Kiddush after services
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From the
desk of
Rabbi Pearl

!"
Continued on page 2
Rosh HaShanah and the period of penitence and prayer known as the “Yamim Noraim: the Days of Awe” are
upon us. It is a time of joy as we gather with family and
friends for festive meals and friendly get togethers in
our homes and around our beloved shul.
But it is also a time of introspection, as we examine our lives in the year that has passed. The Torah
commands us to look deeply into all we have done in
our lives and to find ways to improve. If you look at
yourself honestly, you will find where you have fallen
short, and you must find a way to improve. You must
be thankful for the good, but deal with the bad.
Adversity in life is unwelcome, but it is inevitable. As you contemplate your lives this year, consider:
Dr. Norman Rosenthal, the author of “The Gift of Adversity” and his approach to tough times:
There is an old Eastern proverb: The fox has
many tricks, but the porcupine has one big trick. When
it comes to dealing with adversity, you are better off being a fox than a porcupine. Here are some of the many
tricks in dealing successfully with adversity
 Accept that the adversity has occurred
 Proportion your response according to the nature of
Wed. Oct. 11/Tishri 21 Fri Oct. 27/Heshvan 7
the adversity
Erev Shemini Atzeret Light candles, 5:39 p.m.
 Analyze the situation
Services, 8 p.m.
Light candles, 6:05 p.m.
 Regulate your physical and emotional state – for example, by keeping regular hours of sleeping and wakSat. Oct. 28/Heshvan 8
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. ing, eating regular meals, exercising and meditating
 Reach out for help – to family, friends or even kindly
Services 9:20 a.m.
strangers
President’s letter
Reframe the adversity – think about it in a different way
I usually feel refreshed by attending the High
I will add, commit yourself to greater Torah obHoliday services and this year was no exception.
servance. In times of happiness and times of trouble,
The chanting of the prayers, combined with the ca- the Torah’s teachings are our best guide and support.
maraderie of my fellow congregants (thanks to all
Each year, we all face challenges: personal,
Continued on page 2
Continued on page 2
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OFFICERS OF CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL
RABBI
Pinchas N. Pearl
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
President
Executive Vice President
First VP
Second VP
Third VP
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Recording Secretary
Sisterhood Presidents

Rabbi Pearl and Rabbi Rappaport for their inspiring
leadership as well as to the lay persons who participated in the services. It was through your efforts that
they ran as smoothly as they did.
Now, the holiday season continues. We are
about to celebrate Sukkot, with several meals in our
sukkah, and the most joyous day of the year, Simchat
Torah. I look forward to having all of you come and
join in the festivities.
Yours in fellowship,
Charles Greinsky
President

There are several ways you can remember a loved
one or commemorate a special occasion.
Here are some ideas:
Call the Synagogue office (718) 987-8188:
To schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming
To dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)
To sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush
To make a donation to the Hebrew School
To reserve a date for a special function
To dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life
To plant a Tree in Israel
Call Dr. Selman Berger (718) 948-5447 for information about our cemetery plots
Call Scott Diamond (917) 674-3317 for information
about a Memorial Plaque

Rabbi’s message (continued)
communal, spiritual, and physical. Part of our perspective on the year that has past is to evaluate how
we have surmounted those challenges, and how we
can continue to do so in the coming year. The mahzor throws a challenge down in front of us: Be better! Improve! Make your life and the lives of those
around you sweeter, stronger, and better. Challenges
make you grow! Face and triumph over yours!
I wish all of you a sweet and happy New Year,
with all blessings and success.
“
Shalom.
Pinchas N. Pearl
Rabbi

Norman A. Kanter
Charles Greinsky
Barry Kashubo
Roger Lader
Vacant
Kevin Brosnick
Vacant
Susan Finkelstein
Rita Eisenberrg
Zoya Khalfin
Sandy Levy
Editor
Norman A. Kanter
—————————————————–———————————

___________________________________________________‘

President’s letter (continued)
for the many good wishes) combined to make the
days as inspirational as they should be.
There is one item, however, that seems to cause
discussion every year, and that is the Golden Book,
where the names of loved ones who have passed on
are read. Many of you derive a good deal of comfort in
hearing the names. Others feel it disrupts the service.
There are several options that can be taken.
1. We continue to read the names as we have
done in the past.
2. We read the names in a special service between morning and afternoon services.
3. We read the names just before the final service (neilah).
4. We eliminate the reading of the names altogether.
The time has come to settle this question once
and for all. Our annual meeting will be held at the end
of the year, date to be announced. At that time, we
will vote on officers and new trustees for the coming
year. We will also have a discussion of the Golden
Book. I urge all of you to make plans to attend this
meeting so that we have as many viewpoints as possible. Keep in mind that, in accordance with our constitution, proxies will not be permitted.
Speaking of the Holidays, my thanks go to

Preschool news
We have introduced all of our students and their
families to our program. This month we will continue
their journey of exploration and learning with exciting
topics focused on their fives senses.
Our annual raffle begins this month. Thank you in
advance for your support and generosity.
The CBI Academy Preschool Team
OTHER DATES TO KEEP IN MIND (see also p.5)
Oct. 1-Sun., Set up sukkah, decorate it, and rear
range chairs, etc., 9 a.m.
Oct. 3-Tues., Ritual Committee, 8 p.m.
Oct. 17-Tues., Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m.
Board of Trustees, 8 p.m.
Oct. 18-Wed.- Sisterhood meeting, 6:45 p.m.
Sisterhood Fun Night, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 21-Sat. Movie , 8:30 p,m.
Oct. 22-Sun. Rabbi’s study session 10 a.m.
Oct. 29-Sun.- Jewish Heritage Museum trip, see p.3
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CBI's Sisterhood invites you to join us on
Sunday, October 29th, 2017 at 11:00 AM to visit
the
Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust
Edmond J. Safra Plaza
36 Battery Place
New York, NY 10280
Phone: 646.437.4202
Including the exhibit:
Operation Finale: The Capture & Trial of Adolf Eichmann

Please return below slip and payment to:
Congregation B’nai Israel
45 Twombly Avenue
Staten Island, N.Y. 10306

Before October 20th, 2017
_________________________________________________________________
# ______________ @ $20 per person $_____________

NAME: ________________________________
PHONE: ________________________ Email________________________
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Yahrzeits This Month
Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date
given. For additions or corrections to this list, please
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or
slzdiamond@hotmail.com
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please call
the office two weeks before, and we will try to arrange a minyan. It would be helpful to bring a few
family members and friends to the service to make
sure of a minyan as it is not always possible to arrange one from our congregants.
Oct. 2/Tishri 12
Ari Saks, son of Karen and Manny Saks
Beverly B. Smith, wife of Norman Smith
Oct. 3/Tishri 13
Herbert Greenzweig, father of Louis Greenzweig
June Grossman, mother of Karen Saks
Shura Krichman, mother-in-law of Miron Berenshyten
Oct. 6/Tishri 16
Anna Epstein, mother of Sheila Epstein
Oct. 7/Tishri 17
Pauline Abramowitz, mother of Bernard Abramowitz
Ida Lowitt, mother of Larraine Silver
Efram Spierer, father of Dr. Gary Spierer
Anna Tabak, mother of Jack Tabak
Oct. 8/Tishri 18
Esther Silver, mother of Sidney Silver
Regina Spierer, mother of Dr. Gary Spierer
Oct. 11/Tishri 21
Lillian Jacobson, mother of Bernard Jacobson
Oct. 12/Tishri 22
Seymour Lubinger, grandfather of Ilyssa DeCasparis
Abraham Schwartz, father of Harris Schwartz
Yetta Weschler, mother of Elaine Wechsler
Oct. 15/Tishri 25
Felix Herzog, father of Dr. David Herzog
Harry Kudler, father of Charles Kudler
Harold Rosenberg, father of Jeffrey Rosenberg
Oct. 16/Tishri 26
Sol Cohen, father of Al Cohen
Samuel Goldberg, father of Joel Goldberg
Irving Kroll, relative of Naomi Kirsch
Harold Zalstein, father of Janice Tepper

Oct. 17/Tishri 27
Joseph Helicher, father of Bonnie Arciero
Oct. 18/Tishri 28
Manya Miretsky, mother of Ilya Miretsky
Roberta Zolotsky, mother of Traci Frey
Oct. 19/Tishri 29
Abraham Goldin, father of Gary Goldin
Oct. 21/Heshvan 1
Mildred Raps, mother of David Raps
Gertrude Sapolsky, mother of Eugene Sapolsky
Oct. 22/Heshvan 2
Maya Reznova, mother of Rita Timmer
Oct. 23/Heshvan 3
Chaim ben Yisroel, father of Flora Berenshteyn
Julius Lubinger, uncle of Ilyssa DeCasparis
Oct. 24/Heshvan 4
Alexander Krongauz, father of Tanya Gutt
Oct. 25/Heshvan 5
Philip Tenenzapf, grandfather of Sandy Levy
Tessie and Murray Weiss, parents of Manny Weiss
Oct. 26/Heshvan 6
Max Besen, father of Ana Cramer
Gertrude Benesch, mother of Steven Epstein
Shirley Dunn, mother of Arnold Dunn
Oct. 27/Heshvan 7
Sara Tenenzapf, grandmother of Sandy Levy
George Wolff, father of Barbara Kanter
Oct, 28/Heshvan 8
Jenny Zuniss, mother of Judy Rosen
Oct. 29/Heshvan 9
Yefim Sverdlik, father of Janet Goldin
Oct.30/Heshvan 10
Chaim Guterman, father of Michael Guterman
Gitsina Alta Issakovna, mother of Yakov Gitsin
Mildred Kroll, relative of Naomi Kirsch
Isaak Rudshteyn,, father of Yuriy Rudshteyn
Oct. 31/Heshvan 11
Bella Schnall, mother of Jerry Schnall
News about our members
We welcome our new members, Rebecca Aarons and
her fiance, Wesley Glogg, and Dr. Alexander Sokol to
our CBI family.
Mazal tov to our long-time vice-president,
Roger Lader, on his 85th birthday.
Shop Amazon and help C.B.I.
Amazon will donate a percentage of the cost of all eligible items to C.B.I. if they are purchased on its special site, AmazonSmile.com. The only difference between this site and the Amazon site is that on AmazonSmile, you can designate Congregation B’nai Israel to be a recipient of the donation. The prices are the
same, the features are the same. However, using this
site enables C.B.I. to benefit from your purchase.
Here’s your chance to help our congregation
without any cost to you.
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Thank you for your contribution
Contributions received after September 15 will be
acknowledged in the September issue.
Milla and Joel Abidor
Flora and Miron Berenshteyn for sponsoring a kiddush
Lillian Brosnick for sponsoring an oneg in honor of
Roger Lader
Vlad Cohen
Eleanor and Mike Dovdavany in memory of Natalie
Fox
Susan and Richard Finkelstein in memory of Rhoda
Moddel
Mel Fox
Jack and Laverne Gerner
Gary Gordon
Anita and Larry Gordon in memory of Mollie Zaffos
Norman and Barbara Kanter in honor of Roger
Lader's birthday
Naomi and Larry Kirsch in memory of Morris Wolf
and Esther Kirsch
Sharon and Joel Pekuly in memory of Bernard
Greenglass
David and Laurie Raps in memory of Louis Raps and
Irwin Rosenblum
Laurie and David Raps for sponsoring a Kiddush and
in in honor of Roger Lader's birthday
Dr. Steven Ratner in memory of Miriam Tasman
Roberta and Eugene Sapolsky in memory of Barton
Sanders
Helen and Stuart Suss in memory of Aaron David
Steingart and Isadore Suss
Doris Wasser in memory of Lawrence Wasser
New fall season opens
Rabbi Pearl will resume his Sunday morning adult
education will resume on Sunday, October 22nd at
10 a.m. when he will continue discussing Psalms.
This series, which has been well-received, will use
the individual Psalms of King David as the basis for
discussion of spiritual and ethical lessons. Lively
give-and-take views on the Psalms took place last
year, and we look forward to a resumption of these
spirited discussions. Light breakfast will be served.
Rabbi Pearl anticipates that, beginning in November, he will be leading a weekday evening class
in Basic Hebrew, National Jewish Outreach Program,
in November.
Our Fall/Winter movie series will begin on Saturday night, October 21st at 8:30 p.m. We will be
showing “The Wedding Plan”. The Netflix description
of the film is: “This offbeat comedy follows bride-tobe, Michal, a 32 year old Orthodox Jew, whose fiance
breaks their engagement. Rather than call off the

nuptials, Michal decides to let G-d provide her with a
groom by the scheduled wedding day.”
This Israeli film (Hebrew with English subtitles)
is very entertaining, with a great ending. Refreshments will be served.
Our Book Club, having had a very interesting
discussion of “The Family,” has started reading “For
the Relief of Unbearable Urges,” by Nathan
Englander. This is a collection of short stories that
are interesting and provocative. Whey not get a copy
and join in?
These activities are designed with you in mind.
Please come and give them a try.
.
Just for the fun of it (1)
Harry and Kitty are celebrating their 60th wedding
anniversary with a party for their family and friends.
During the party, Max and Betty walk over to
them and say, "Mazal tov. We’re so pleased for you
both. But you must let us in on your secret - how
have you managed to stay married for so long, especially in this day and age?"
Harry turns to Kitty and asks, "OK for me to
reply to this?"
Kitty replies, "Yes dear."
"Well," continues Harry, "our secret is quite
simple. On the very day we got married, Kitty and I
came to an agreement which we’ve stuck to all these
years. We decided that I would make all the major
decisions and Kitty would make all the minor decisions. And I can truthfully say that over the 60 years
of our marriage, I have never needed to make a major decision."
Tree of Life
Our beautiful Tree of Life board contains leaves
that can be used to commemorate a simcha, or any
other significant event in your family
Each leaf costs $72, which includes the cost
of custom engraving. The profit from your purchase
will help our synagogue continue to provide services
to the Jewish community.
Please contact the office for further information..
Membership
Simply put, membership is the lifeblood of any organization, including ours. Unfortunately, we simply
have not been exerting enough effort to obtain or retain members.
We have a Membership committee that needs
a chair and some active members, preferably ones
with new ideas. We regularly appeal for help from our
members. Here is one way you can respond. Join
this committee, which will meet only once a month
and give us your ideas.
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Synagogue transformed
They were called and they came! When they were
finished, our sanctuary was ready for the High Holidays and the silver ornaments on our Torahs glistened.
Neither of these tasks were easy. Synagogue
preparation involved taking down the dividers, retrieving chairs and put them in their proper places,
storing prayer books used every Shabbos, covering
bookcases, etc. Simultaneously, cleaning silver required removing six months of tarnish and scouring
the objects so that they looked like new.
Our deepest thanks to the following workers
who put in several hard hours to accomplish these
tasks: the Brosnick family (Lillian, Kevin, Lee, and
Jeremy), Martin Eisenberg, Susan and Richie Finkelstein, Mel Fox, Barbara Kanter, Barry Kashubo, the
Khalfin family (Zoya, Marat, Gabriel, Josh, Mark, and
Melanie), Roger Lader, Norman Levine, Sandy Levy,
Sharon Pekuly, Janice Rappaport, Laurie and David
Raps, the Rudshetyn family (Lana, Yuriy, Brian, and
Rachel), the Tsvayg family (Sofiya, Leonid, Mariana,
Ethan, Jenna, and Lea), Jack Tabak.
While all this was going on, our Meet and
Greet day and Hebrew School registration was also
taking place. Seth Schneider was there with his guitar, playing and singing Hebrew songs.
The next step in the transition to High Holiday
mode was to make out the pledge cards. For this, the
following members, pens in hand, came: Mel Fox,
Stuart Goldstein, Norman A. Kanter, Norman Levine,
Susan Finkelstein, and Jack Tabak.
Once that was completed, Mel Fox and Jack
Tabak cleared all the prayer books used for all year
so that the pews were ready to hold mahzors.
The final step was to label the seats. This was
done by Mariana and Sophia Tsayg, and, of course,
Susan Finkelstein.
This detailed account has two purposes. First,
to thank everyone who participated. Second, to illustrate that even what seem to be simple tasks are anything but. It took a number of working hours to get
the sanctuary in order. It will take almost as much
time to reverse the process.

frond), three hadassim (myrtle twigs) and two avarot
(willow twigs). On each day of the festival (excepting
Saturday), we take the Four Kinds, recite a blessing
over them, bring them together in our hands and
wave them in six directions (right, left, forward, up,
down and backward. Our sages tell us that the Four
Kinds represent the various types and personalities
that comprise the community of Israel, whose intrinsic unity we emphasize on Sukkot.
The seventh day of Sukkot is called Hoshanah
Rabbah ("Great Salvation") and closes the period of
Divine judgement that began on Rosh Hashanah. A
special observance is the aravah--the taking of a
bundle of willow branches and striking them five
times to symbolize the tempering of the five
measures of harshness.
Israel bonds: An attractive investment
One of the best ways to show your solidarity with
Israel is to buy Israel bonds. The single role of Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds is to
strengthen Israel's economy. If you have
not purchased an Israel bond in 2017 for yourself,
your children or for your retirement account please
considering doing so NOW! Rates are strong.
To learn more, contact our synagogue 's registered representative Robert Lunzer at 212-446-5835
or robert.lunzer@israelbonds.com.
Visit www.israelbonds.com/invest/
prospectuses.aspx for current rates and gift giving
opportunities starting at $36.
(This is not an offering, which can be made only by
prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated with investing in State of Israel bonds. Issues subject to
availability)

Why do we celebrate Sukkot?
For 40 years after our ancestors left Egypt, they
traveled in the Sinai Desert under the protection of
G-d.. Ever since, we remember G-D's kindness and
reaffirm our trust in His providence by dwelling in a
sukkah--a hut of temporary construction with a roof
covering of branches--for the duration of Sukkot. It is
traditional to eat all our meals in the sukkah and otherwise regard it as our home.
Another Sukkot observance is the taking of the Four Kinds: an etrog (citron), a lulav (palm
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Just for the fun of it (2)
Moshe walks into the bar at his golf club, sits down
and orders a whiskey. As he sips his drink, he hears
a soothing voice say, "Nice tie, Moshe."
He looks around but does nor see anyone in the
room except for himself and the barman.
A few sips later, another voice says, "Beautiful
shirt, Moshe."
Moshe calls over the bartender. "I must be losing my mind," he says. "I keep hearing voices saying
nice things to me yet there's no one in here except
the two of us."
"It's the peanuts, Moshe," says the barman,
smiling.
"What on earth are you talking about? Are you
meshugga (crazy)?" says Moshe.
"It's the peanuts," repeats the barman, "they're
complimentary."
About Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah
Immediately following the seven-day festival of
Sukkot comes the joyous two-day festival of Shemini
Atzeret (the Eighth Day) and Simchat Torah (Rejoicing
of the Torah).. (In Israel, the festival is “compacted”
into a single day.) According to tradition, this festival
is analogous to a king who invited his sons for a feast
that lasted several days. When the time came for
them to leave, he said, “My sons! Please stay one
more day, it is difficult for me to part with you.”
Holiday candles are lit on both nights, and kiddush is said.All the restrictions of holidays apply, i.e.,
working, driving, turning on electricity, etc.
The second day, Simchat Torah marks the
conclusion of the reading of the Torah and the immediate starting of a new cycle.
The focal point of Simchat Torah is the hakafot
procession, in which we march, sing and dance with
the Torah scrolls around the synagogue. The hakafot
are done twice, on the night and morning of Simchat
Torah. Everyone receives an aliyah (call to the Torah)
on Simchat Torah, even the children.
How Can I Help?
From time to time, we have asked you, our members, to help in our work. You may ask, “I pay my
dues. What else is there?” Here are some suggestions:
1. Come to services, not just the High Holidays, as important as that is, but on Friday
nights and Saturday mornings.
2. Learn more about Judaism, by coming to
the Rabbi’s study sessions before Saturday
morning services and attending his other
classes.
3. Tell the Office or one of the officers of CBI
what skills you have that may be of use.
4. Sponsor a kiddush or oneg in honor or
memory of someone special.
5.Join a committee that you have a special in-

terest in.
5. Host a new member to a Shabbat dinner.
6. Come to Congregational meetings and
speak on matters of concern to you.
7. If you never had a Bar or Bat Mitzvah ceremony, call the office and we can help you.
This list is for starters. Reading through it may
give you other ideas about helping.
How to Commemorate a Life Cycle Event
All of us have special days in our lives that we want
to mark. These can include birthdays, wedding anniversaries, graduations, yahrzeits, etc. Why not mark
those days by sharing them with the rest of the congregation in the form of sponsoring an oneg for Friday night or a kiddush for Saturday morning. The
cost is quite reasonable and well worth the gratification you will receive. Contact the office for more information.
In Case Of...
By following these guidelines, you will help yourself and your family in times of great joy, or G-d forbid, moments of crisis and stress.
As rabbi, it is my desire to attend to your lifecycle needs. These include births and weddings, funerals, and hospital and home visits to the ill. In order
for me to be of help, I must be kept informed. Please
take a moment to read through these steps and always keep this page in a handy place.
Rabbi Pinchas Pearl
Illness
In case of illness or hospitalization, please notify the
synagogue office at (718) 987-8188.
Death
Even before making funeral arrangements, notify
Rabbi Pearl at the synagogue office (718) 987-8188)
or on his cell (718) 564-5518). He will assist and
guide you in making the appropriate arrangements
for the funeral.
If you cannot reach the rabbi, contact the Jewish funeral home and begin to make your arrangements. Please, if Rabbi Pearl is going to officiate at
the funeral, do not set a time until the rabbi has contacted you. At most, this will be a very short while. If
the rabbi is on vacation, other local rabbis are on call.
.
Simchas
For your joyous occasions in life, please share
your nachas with the rabbi by informing him about
births, engagements, weddings, and other noteworthy moments in the life of your family. The rabbi will
arrange for a baby-naming, provide information regarding a mohel (for newborn boys), coordinate a
pidyon haben (the redemption ceremony for first-born
males), schedule an aufruf (to celebrate a forthcoming marriage), perform a wedding, and bring the richness of Jewish traditions into your simcha.
October 2017  The SHOFAR 7

October 2017  The SHOFAR 8

