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Other dates to keep in mind  
Feb. 4-Sun.   Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m. 
Feb. 6-Tues.  Ritual Committee, 8 p.m. 
Feb. 7-Wed.  Sisterhood meeting, 6:45 p.m. Fun      
  Night, 7:30 p.m. 
Feb. 10-Sat.  Bingo night, 7:30 p.m. 
Feb. 17-Sat.  Movie night, 8 p.m. See p. 7 
Feb. 18-Sun. Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m. 
Feb. 20-Tues.Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m. 
             Board of Trustees, 8 p.m. 
Feb. 25-Sun.  Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m.  
                       Hamantaschen bake, 11 a.m. 
All Rabbi’s study sessions are preceded by ser-
vices at 9:15 a.m., followed by  a light breakfast. 

 
President’s message 

As I write this, it is bitter cold and all I want to do  
is to curl up near the heat. I know, however, that 
spring will soon be here, and with it, the beginning of 
a holiday season starting with Purim .This is a joyous 
time indeed, but stop and think for a moment of what 
it means to the workers of our synagogue. 
 Purim is not just dressing in costumes and 
ringing groggers, it also involves the custom of  
Continued on page 2 
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Fri. Feb. 2/Shevat 17 
Light candles, 4:57 p.m. 

Services, 8 p. m. 
Scout Shabbat 

 

Sat. Feb. 3/Shevat 18 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri. Feb. 9/Shevat 24 
Light candles, 5:06 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. Feb. 10/Shevat 25 
Services, 9:20 a.m. 

 

Fri. Feb. 16/Adar 1  
Light candles, 5:14 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. Feb. 17/Adar 2 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri.  Feb. 23/Adar 8 
Light candles, 5:22 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. Feb. 24/Adar 9 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services 9:20 a.m. 
 

Wed. Feb. 28/Adar 13 
Erev Purim 

Services, 6:30 p.m. 
Megillah  reading, 7 p.m. 

From the  
 

   Desk of 
 

 Rabbi Pearl 
 

At the end of this month, on Wednesday evening, 
February 28, we will gather in synagogue to read 
Megillat Esther and to celebrate Purim, the rollicking 
fun holiday beloved by kids of all ages. We all know 
about booing Haman and hamantaschen and Sha-
lach Manot.  But we can we learn about Purim that is 
not about noise and laughter and fun?  I read a 
beautiful thought on the Aish HaTorah website  that I 
would like to share with you. 
 “Imagine that you are an orphan who is being 
raised by your uncle. You are utterly alone in this 
world, always wondering where you really came from 
and if you’ll ever feel like you belong anywhere. Sud-
denly, you are forced into marriage to a man that you 
neither like nor respect. You are stuck in a foreign 
palace where you can only eat fruit and seeds. 
There is no one for you to speak to and nothing for 
you to do except wonder how long you will have to 
remain living this life that someone else has chosen 
for you. 
 “This was Queen Esther’s life. She could have 
been filled with self- pity, thinking how unfair it was 
that she was born into this world without parents. 
And how, after all her suffering, she was forced into 
a role that could have so easily robbed her of her 
dignity and her faith. She could have given up. She 
could have sunk into a hole of her own despair. But 
instead, Queen Esther became a heroine. She kept 
her faith and her dignity. She refused to give up 
even when everything seemed lost. She took her 
tragic story and used it to transform her life. 
 “Here are five lessons in personal transfor-
mation that we can learn from Esther’s life: 
 “1. The obstacle is the way, Esther took the 
suffering that she experienced as an orphan and 
used it to make her stronger.  She chose to use her . 
Continued on page 2 
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There are several ways you can remember a loved 
one or commemorate a special occasion.  
Here are some ideas: 
Call the Synagogue office  (718) 987-8188: 
  to schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming 
  to dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)    
  to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush  
  to make a donation to the Hebrew School 
   to reserve a date for a special function  
  to dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life   
  to plant a Tree in Israel            
Call Dr. Selman Berger  (718) 948-5447 for infor-    
 mation about  our cemetery plots                
Call Scott Diamond  (917) 674-3317 for information 
 about a Memorial Plaque   
___________________________________________________‘  
President’s letter (continued) 
Shalach Monot, the exchanging of gifts. For the last 
several years, thanks primarily to the efforts of Scott 
Diamond and Barbara Kanter, C.B.I. has facilitated 
this mitzvah by arranging a system whereby you can 
send greetings to anyone you want for a nominal fee. 
This is done through the generosity of a number of 
our members who donate the goods needed to make 
up packages, such as grape juice, chips, pretzels, 
cookies, candy, etc., as well as the postage used to 
mail off-Island gifts.  
 This is one of our major fund-raising projects. It 
brings in the funds we need to maintain and improve 
our physical plant. Some of the improvements are vis-
ible, others are not, but all are necessary to keep our 
synagogue viable, and they all require funding. 
 The Shalach Monot order form is on page 3, 
with instructions on page 7. For starters, I urge you to 
complete it as soon as possible. Purim will be here 
before you know it. In addition, this is an opportunity 
to do a little more for C.B.I. If you can, please contact 
Scott Diamond at(slzdiamond@hotmail.com) or Bar-
bara Kanter, at(bnkanter@verizon.net) and let them 
know what you would like to contribute.  
 You can also help by offering to drive on Purim 
(March 1) to deliver packages in your neighborhood. I 
realize that it is a weekday, and many of you will be 
working, but the packages can also be delivered the 
night before, February 28. 

 All three of these suggestions only involve a 
small amount of time or money. I urge you to get into 
the right spirit and participate in as many ways as you 
can, including attending the Megillah readings. 
 In connection with the building, I would like to 
extend our deepest thanks to Eduardo, our all-round 
maintenance man. He treats this building as if it were 
his own home and has done many jobs that would 
have cost a lot more if we had to find outside help to 
do them. From something as small as keeping the 
Eternal Flame lit to something as big as keeping the 
stairs and walks safe through the snow, he has his 
eyes on our needs. 
 Speaking of thanks, there is another unsung 
hero, actually heroine, for whom recognition is long 
overdue.  Our Office Manager, Susan Finkelstein, is 
celebrating 15 years of association with C.B.I.  Susan 
is one of our most active members. She puts in far 
more hours for us than she is paid for. If there is a job 
to be done, Susan can be counted on to do it, includ-
ing, but not limited to; shopping for kiddushes, setting 
up for special events, and working on the High Holi-
day organization. Often, she is assisted by her hus-
band, Richard, who willingly takes on many tasks. 
 Susan, thank you very much for your help over 
the years. You have made our jobs a lot easier. 
            Yours in fellowship, 
    Charles Greinsky 
    President 
 
Rabbi’s message (continued) 
pain instead of being suffocated by it. She became 
stronger. 
 “2. Live for something greater than your-
self. . Esther could have decided to make herself 
comfortable in the luxuries and pleasures of the pal-
ace and ignore the world and her people beyond its 
walls. But Esther wasn’t living for herself. She had 
grown up in the house of Mordechai, and she knew 
that she had a responsibility to stand up for her peo-
ple.  
 “3. Reach out to others for help. We often 
think that we need to forge our own paths without any-
one’s support. Esther chose instead to reach out to 
every single person in Am Yisrael, the Jewish nation, 
and beg them to pray for her. She needed their pray-
ers. She knew in her heart that ultimately, we rise and 
fall together. She had the humility to be able to say: ‘I 
need your help. Please fight beside me.’ 
 “4. Faith is persistence. When Esther risked 

her life and walked towards the king to beg for her na-
tion, she felt the divine presence begin to leave her. 
She felt weak and afraid, like she couldn’t go on. But 

faith doesn’t mean that we always feel strong and 
courageous. Faith means that we persist even when 
we are exhausted and afraid. Esther did not give up  

Continued on page 4 
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2018/5778 Mishloach Manot (MM) Order Form

• Write “Yes” or “No” if you would like to reciprocate to anyone who sends you Mishloach
Manot; you will be billed $3 per name: _____________

Below, circle the numbers of the families you would like to send MM to
$18 for the first 3 names then $3 for each additional name:

Total: $18 for the first 3 circled names + # of additional circled names _____ x $3/name = $_____

Your name: __________________________________________

Your address: ________________________________________

Your Phone and Email Address: _________________________________________

The Signature/Greeting you would like on the MM letter: _________________________ 

 1 Pearl, Rabbi Pinchas

2 Zeldin, Morah Marni

 3 Aarons, Rebecca

 4 Abidor, Joel and Milla

5 Abramson, Russell and Darla

6 Albert, Peter and Elaine

  7 Apelbaum, Heli & Heller, Menachem

8  Berenshteyn, Miron and Flora

9  Berger, Sandy and Rhoda

10 Brosnick, Kevin and Michelle

11 Brosnick, Lillian

12 Cappadora, Esther

13 Clifford, Jeremiah

 14 Cohen, Al and Sophia

15 Cohen, Joel and Nancy

16 Cohen, Vlad and Lilya

17 Cooper, Bernard and Eileen

 18 Cramer, Mark and Ana

19 Davis, Alvin and Joanne

20 Diamond, Scott and Linda

 21 Dovdavany, Mike and Eleanor

22 Eisenberg, Marty and Rita

23 Elgort, Vladimir and Stella

24 Fanshteyn, Timur and Tatyana

25 Faynberg, Mikhail and Aleksandra

26 Finkelstein, Richard and Susan

27 Fox, Mel

28 Frey, Steven & Alice

29 Ganzman, Joel and Rae

30 Garber, Gennady and Zina

31 Gleyzer, Aleks and Yana

32 Gold, Marc and Rosalie

33 Goldberg, Arthur and Marian

34 Goldberg, Joel and Estelle

35 Goldstein, Steven and Bette

36 Goldstein, Stuart and Marilyn

37 Goretsky, Jay

38 Greinsky, Charles and Ilene

39 Guterman, Michael and Cheryl

40 Gutt, Vlad and Tatyana

41 Hauser, Jerry and Rita

42 Hirsch, Mrs. William

43 Jaslow, Herb and Rhoda

44 Jensen, Richard and Betty

45 Kanter, Norman and Barbara

46 Kashubo, Barry and Gail

47 Katz, Otto and Dagmar

48 Khalfin, Marat and Zoya

49 Kharab, David and Ella

 50 Koser, Dr. Mark

51 Kosubevsky, Oleg and Karen

52 Kotlyar, Dmitry and Inna

53 Kudler, Charles

54 Lader, Roger

55 Laverty, Dennis and Pamela

56 Levine, Norman

57 Levy, Sandy

58 Ligay, Ella

59 Lomangino, Martin and Michele

60 Lynn, Sheldon

61 Malkis, Yaakov and Tatyana

62 Mayzlin, Mira

63 Miretskiy, Mr. & Mrs.  Ilya

64 Moldavsky, Roman and Anna

65 Pekuly, Joel and Sharon

66 Phillips, Lillian

67 Rappaport, Neal and Janice

68 Raps, David and Laurie

69 Ratner, Dr. Steven

70 Rocco, Michael and Janet

71 Rogers, Judith

72 Rogovaya, Borislav and Raina

73 Rudshteyn, Yuriy and Svetlana

74 Sall, Alvin and Deborah

75 Schneider, Seth & Liana

76 Schwartz, Harris and Diane

77 Schwartz Howie and Caryn

78 Smith, Barbara

79 Sokol, Dr. Alexander

80 Spierer, Gary and Maxine

81 Suss, Stuart and Helen

82 Tabak, Jack and Masha

 83 Tsvayg, Leonid and Mariana

84  Tsvayg, Sam and Sofiya

85  Uchitelev, Usevolod and Ellen

86 Valdberg, Lenny and Anna

87 Zbarsky, Dmitry and Inna
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Rabbi’s message (continued) 
out, to beg for strength and to find a way to make the  
impossible possible. She kept moving forward until 
she reached the king. 

 “5. Fight evil by inviting it to the party. We 
often can’t overcome destructive habits and desires 
by fighting them directly. They are too strong and too 
deceitful for head-on battles. But we can trick them 
as she did when she invited Haman to one party after 
another. We can make them feel as if they are wel-
come in our lives, and then we can turn around and 
channel them into tools for good. Use anger to fight 
for justice. Use beauty to build a home. Use pleasure 
to connect to enduring values. 
 ‘Purim is an opportunity to transform our mun-
dane pleasures into spiritual joy. Our fragmented 
communities into a unified nation. Our despair into 
redemption. Our stagnation into growth. Let’s follow 
Queen Esther’s path as we overcome our obstacles 
and move forward.” 
     Happy Purim! 
                                                      Pinchas N. Pearl 
     Rabbi 

   
Thank you for your contribution 

Contributions received after January 15 will be 
acknowledged in the March issue. Contributions with 
no specific reason are for the general purposes of the 

synagogue. 
Rae and Joel Ganzman in memory of Bernard X. and 
Bertha Cohen                                                          
Jay Goretsky in honor of his granddaughter Maya  

Addison  Goretsky                                                                      
Gladys and Joel Graham in memory of Arnold       
Graham                                                                       
Ilene and Charles Greinsky in memory of Ruth 
Sandick and Ira Greinsky                                       
Marcia and Marcia Jacobson in memory of Dora and 
Harry Jacobson                                                      
Barbara and Norman Kanter in memory of Gert Wolff 
and for Shalach Manot supplies                              
Ella Ligay in memory of Zinaida Fridman                
Alice and Aron Lutwak for sponsoring a kiddush in 
memory of Rabbi E. Davidovic                               
Laurie and David Raps for sponsoring a kiddush 
Svetlana Roginkin                                                 
Bonnie and Scott  Rosner in memory of Herbert   
Rosner                                                                           
Roberta and Eugene Sapolsky in memory of David 
Sapolsky                                                                   
Judi and Ted Schneider                                           
Diane and Harris Schwartz in memory of Florence 
and Aaron Herzekow                                              
Masha and Jack Tabak for Shalach Manot supplies 
Lenny and Anna Valdberg                                       
Judy Weisberg in memory of Teddy Silverman 

                          Preschool News 
The PKA for All class will be studying the Instruc-
tional Unit of Study entitled "Light.” Topics include: 
the many types of light, light helps us see and stay 
warm, light helps plants grow, when there is little light 
or no light it is dark, and shadows appear when an 
object blocks light.  The Two and Three Year Old 
Class will be studying transportation.  The focus will 
include kinds of transportation we use and how we 
stay safe when using transportation. 
     Enrollment is increasing in the Two and Three 
Year Old Class. Therefore, we welcome Mrs. Lucille 
Mauro and Miss Christine Rosado,  assistant teach-
ers, to our talented faculty. 
     We are also very happy to start an after-school 
club for an hourly fee.  This will be an Art Club led by 
Miss Christine Rosado.  It will take place each 
Wednesday from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.   The children will 
be painting, drawing, sculpting, printing, and making 
puppets. 
     Thank you for your continued interest and support. 
                          The CBI Academy Preschool Team 

 

     News about our members  
Congratulations to Martin Eisenberg on his 
election as Chairman of the C.B.I, Board of Trustees. 
 Congratulations also to Charlie Greinsky on 
his election to the Board of Trustees of the SEIDC 
(Staten Island Development Corporation).    
                    

Just for the fun of it 
Jeremy orders a pair of trousers from Frank, who 
tells him that they will be ready in a week. 
 However, when Jeremy comes back the fol-
lowing week, Frank tells him that the trousers will be 
ready the following week. 
 The same  thing happens for two months  un-
til, finally, the ninth week, the trousers are ready. 
Frank proudly displays them to Jeremy as well as to  
every one else in the store. 
 Jeremy says to Frank., “The trousers are ex-
cellent, but I need to ask you a question. How come 
G-d was able to create the world in six days and it 
took you 60 days to make one pair of trousers?” 
 “Ah, it’s simple,” replied Frank,  “Just look at 
the condition of the world and then take a look at this 
gorgeous pair of trousers that I made for you.” 

 

 



 

 

Yahrzeits This Month         
Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date  

given. For additions or corrections to this list, please 
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or   

slzdiamond@hotmail.com   
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please call 
the office two weeks  before, and we will try to ar-
range a minyan. It would be helpful to bring a few  
family members and friends to the service to make 
sure of a minyan as it is not always possible to ar-
range one from our congregants. 
 Many congregants come to services Friday 
night to say kaddish. . 

Feb. 1/Shevat 16 
Murray Gelfand, father of Gwen Gelfand Brownstein 

Ida Goldberg, grandmother of Roger Lader 
Feb. 3/Shevat 18 

Irving Boxer, father of Francine Sklar 
Paula Erdman, aunt of Charles Greinsky 

Lillian Gelfand, mother of Gwen Gelfand Brownstein 
Feb. 4/Shevat 19 

Solomon Stanley Dorfman. father of Jodi Siegel 
Feb. 6/Shevat 21 

Donald Bloomberg, father of Sharon Ross 
Beatrice Kullback, mother of Maxine Spierer and 

Yolanda Zinn 
Helen Lader, wife of Roger Lader 

Feb. 7/Shevat 22 
Luba Reinesh, great-aunt of Monique Datnova 

Feb. 8/Shevat 23 
Etta Brownstein, grandmother of Cheryl Guterman 

Dora Jacobson, mother of Bernard Jacobson 
Feb. 9/Shevat 24 

Mollie Levine, mother of David Levine 
Feb. 12/Shevat 27 

Michael Lebebinsky, father of Galina Dvorkina 
Feb. 13/Shevat 28 

Abraham Vatmachter, father of Ella Ligay 
Feb. 14/Shevat 29 

Ida Norensky, aunt of Aviva Levine 
George Sklar, father of Ira Sklar 

Feb. 16/Adar 1 

Harry Kroll, uncle of Naomi Kirsch 
Feb. 18/Adar 3 

Dora Armband, mother of Ronald Armband 
Phyllis Flashner, mother of Alan Flashner 

Feb. 19/Adar 4 
Sidney Dunn, father of Arnold Dunn 

Feb. 20/Adar 5 
Florence Abrams, mother of Sandy Imberman 

Benjamin Fox, father of Melvin Fox 
Joseph Stein, father of Judith Rubin 

Feb. 24/Adar 9 
Alexander Gerstman, father of Aaron Gerstman 

Feb. 25/Adar 10 
Benjamin Kroll, relative of Naomi Kirsch 

Lawrence Pearlberg, father of Andrea Weiser 
Leonard White, father of Sandy Poris 

Feb. 26/Adar 11 
Lillian Silverman, mother of Beth Garfinkel 

Feb. 27/Adar 12 
Robert Berger, father of Dr. Selman Berger 
Goldie Kanter, mother of Norman A. Kanter 

Tillie Rayman, mother-in-law of Robert Leopold 
Mary Surpin, mother of Nancy Cohen 

Feb. 28/Adar 13 
Walter Banner, father of Roz Greezweig 

 
Looking for something to do? 

If you are 55 or older and looking for a way to stay 
alive and healthy, are newly retired, or just have 
some free time on your hands, then volunteering may 
be for  you.. The Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram (RSVP) of the Community Service Society is a 
national program that was started in Staten Island 
over 50 years ago. The Program matches people 
who want to help, with a volunteer assignment that 
best suits their skills and interests.  
 The time commitment can be as little as once 
a month to several days a week, depending on how 
much time you want to share. 
 As a volunteer, you can feed the hungry at 
soup kitchens and food pantries, or by delivering 
meals to the homebound elderly. You can visit the 
sick as a Hospice volunteer or a friendly visitor to 
nursing homes. RSVP volunteers also help by tutor-
ing children who are having difficulty learning to read, 
and by preparing adults and recent immigrants for the 
high-school-equivalency exam, or to find employ-
ment. Some volunteers help by providing administra-
tive support at  local non-profit organizations, while 
others assist local museums and cultural institutions 
as docents. There is something for everyone as there 
are dozens of opportunities right here in Staten Is-
land.  
 To learn more about this program and to see  

if volunteering is right for you, call (718) 494-3222, or  
email tdicostanzo@cssny.org. A little of your time can 
make a big difference in someone else’s life. 
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              February 2018  The SHOFAR  6 

 
Bingo Night  

Saturday, February 10, 2018 

at 

Congregation B’Nai Israel  

45 Twombly Avenue 

SI NY 10306 (Bay Terrace) 

Admission: $15 per person 

Includes: 15 games plus a junior 

jackpot and jackpot, 

 with free refreshments  

Additional packages are $10, which 

includes both jackpots   

Doors Open at 7:30PM 

Bingo Games Start at 8:00PM 

It Will Be A Fun-Filled Night With 

Prizes!  
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Sisterhood news 
At its last meeting, Sisterhood talked about our 
Hebrew school students and parents being in-
volved., On Sunday, Feb. 25, at 11 a.m. Marty Ei-
senberg will conduct a hamantashen making lesson. 
 Sisterhood is contributing $250 towards post-
age for the off-Island Shalach Manot packages. 
Please get your Shalach Manot forms into the office 
as this is an important fundraiser for our synagogue. 
 Our trip to the Jewish Heritage Museum is on 
Sunday, April 22. We still have room for some more 
people.  This promises to be a most worthwhile and 
informative trip. 
 Our next meeting and Fun Night will be on 
Wednesday, Feb.7. 
 A painting and wine night will be discussed at 
the next meeting. 
 

Movie night 
Our next movie night will be on Saturday night Feb-
ruary 17 at 8 p,m.  Our movie will be “Above and Be-
yond” a documentary about young American pilots 
who volunteered to go to Israel in 1947, and help the 
fledgling state create its first air force.  A fascinating 
and little known slice of history is told in this movie.  
Please join us; refreshments will be served. 
 Those that attended our last movie night saw 
a very interesting film, “The Front,” and had a com-
prehensive discussion of it and the times it por-
trayed.      
 This was followed by a delicious dessert     
display. Our thanks to  Janice Rappaport for setting 
things up. 

 News about our members 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Rabbi Pearl, 
Mark Cramer, Alice Frey, and Sandy Levy. 
 Please let us know about the events  your 
lives so that we may share them. Either contact the 
office, office@cbi.com, or the editor, bnkan-
ter@verizon.nett. 
 

 
Completing the Mishloach form 

Purim commemorates a failed attempt to annihilate 
the Jewish people 2371 years ago.  One of the pri-
mary mitzvoth omn Purim is to send packages of 
food to fellow Jews to demonstrate unity and friend-
ship-Mishloach Manot, also know as Shaloch Manot. 
Participating in this project will enable you to fulfill 
this mitzvah. 
 To send a gift to a member, whose name ap-
pears on the form on page 3, circle the number next 
to that name. In the lette that accompanies the pack-
age, y our name and greeting will appear o let that 
membe know of your “Happy Purim Wishes.” 
 If you want to reciprocate to anyone who 
sends to you, check, just indicate tht on the form in 
the space provided. You will be bound $3 per name. 
 To send a package to anyone else,  please 
email Scott Damond at slzdiamond@hotmail.com 
with your name, address, pjpne, and email address 
as well as the recipient’s sname and address, and 
how you woud like the accompanying letter signed. If 
you do not email, then call Scott at (917) 674-3317. 
The cost is $10 a package. 
 All orders must be received by Feb. 20, 2018. 

 
 

Please reserve the dates  
Synagogue Passover Sedarim 

First Night: Friday, March 30 at 7:30 p.m. 
Second Night: Saturday, March 31

st
,  at 8 p.m. 

 
Beautiful Traditional Seders led by Rabbi Pearl 

All rituals observed  and great food too! 
Pricing to be Announced 
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