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Fri. Mar. 30/Nisan 14
Sat. Apr. 7/Nisan 22
Erev Passover
Passover-Eight day
Services for first born,
Morning services,
7 a.m.
including yizkor, 9 a.m.
Candles, 7:01 p.m.
Mincha- Ma’ariv,
Services, 7:30 p.m.
6:15, p.m.
Seder to follow
.
Fri. Apr. 13/Nisan 28
Sat. Mar. 31/Nisan 15
Light candles, 7:15 p.m.
Passover-First day
Services, 8 p. m.
Morning services, 9 a.m.
Mincha-Ma’ariv, 8 p.m.
Sat. Apr. 14/Nisan 29
Seder to follow
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
Candles, 8:01 pm.
Services, 9:20 a.m.
Start counting Omer (see
Rabbi’s message}
Fri. Apr. 20/Iyar 5
Light candles, 7:23 p.m.
Sun. Apr. 1/Nisan 16
Services, 8 p.m.
Passover-Second day
Morning services, 9 a.m.
Sat. Apr. 21/Iyar 6
Mincha-Ma’ariv,
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
7:45 p.m.
Services, 9:20 a.m.

From the
Desk of
Rabbi Pearl

The weeks following Passover are defined in traditional religious practice as Sefiras HaOmer, the counting of the Omer. Starting with the second night of
Passover, the ma’ariv service ends with a numerical
count, adding up and leading to the number 49, which
is the evening before Shavuot.. The name “Omer”
comes from a grain sacrifice that was offered in the
Temple on the second day of Passover, and the practice has been imbued with various meanings and
blessings. If you want to be rich, if you want luck in all
your endeavors, etc.: just count the Omer and a magical blessing descends upon you.
While I hope that is true, I don’t know whether
to believe it or not. However, the obvious meaning of
the counting of the Omer is the connection it provides
between the festivals of Passover and Shavuot..
Thurs. Apr. 5/Nisan 20
Fri. Apr. 27/Iyar 12
Passover is the festival of freedom. Our ancestors
mincha-ma’ariv,
Light candles,7:30 p.m. were liberated from slavery and oppression, and we
6:45 p.m.
Services, 8 p.m.
celebrate that freedom with the Seder and the other
Candles, 7:05 p.m.
observances of Passover. Shavuos is the holiday of
Sat. Apr. 28/Iyar 13
the giving of the Torah. We celebrate the historic and
Fri. April 6/Nisan 21
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. spiritual event of standing at the foot of Mount Sinai.
Passover-Seventh day
Services, 9:20 a.m.
The ground shook and the air was filled with lightning
Morning services, 9 a.m.
and thunder, as G-d gave the beginning of the Ten
Mincha -Ma’ariv,
For other dates to keep Commandments to the entire Jewish people. The
6:45 p.m.
in mind, see p. 4
counting of the Omer ties the concepts of freedom and
Light candles, 7:09 p.m.
Torah together. Freedom needs Torah, and the Torah
needs us to be free to observe it. Freedom without
Torah can be destructive. Torah without the freedom
to observe it eliminates the values and teachings of
the Torah from our lives. Each one needs the other.
According to the midrash (commentaries on the
Bible),, Abel, the son of Adam and Eve, was born on
Passover and died on Shavuot. It continues as follows:
Two rabbis disagree on when the world was
Continued on page 2

The officers and members of the Board of
Trustees wish all of our
members and friends a
sweet Passover
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There are several ways you can remember a loved
one or commemorate a special occasion.
Here are some ideas:
Call the Synagogue office (718) 987-8188:
to schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming
to dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)
to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush
to make a donation to the Hebrew School
to reserve a date for a special function
to dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life
to plant a Tree in Israel
Call Dr. Selman Berger (718) 948-5447 for information about our cemetery plots
Call Scott Diamond (917) 674-3317 for information
about a Memorial Plaque
________________________________________________

Rabbi’s message continued
created. “Rabbi Eliezer says: the world was created in Tishrei. Rabbi Joshua says: In Nisan. He
who says in Tishrei holds that Abel lived from
Sukkot until Chanukah. He who says in Nisan
holds that Abel lived from Passover until Shavuot. In either case, all agree Abel was only in the
world
for
fifty
days.”
In this midrash, Abel represents the life of
the grain, which is “born” on Passover and
“dies” (is harvested) on Shavuot. Abel’s name
means “breath” or “emptiness.” By counting the
days of the Omer as the days of Abel’s life, we
remind ourselves how fragile we are.
Freedom is a fragile thing. So often
in history, the lack of values and principles have
destroyed freedom. The omer reminds us that
freedom endures only when belief and values
sustain it. In these challenging times, the lesson
of the Omer speaks to all Americans.
Happy Passover,
Pinchas N. Pearl
Rabbi
President’s message
As you read this, you will be celebrating Passover.
Ilene and I hope that it is as fully enjoyable as it was
meant to be.
However, this is a good time to reflect on the

meaning of the holiday and how it relates to us.
Passover, of course, is the festival where we
remember that we were slaves in Egypt and were delivered into freedom by the hand of G-d, working
through Moses.
But that is not the end of the story. Once the
Jews were freed, they then became subject to a different set of obligations, coming from G-d. When they
ignored those obligations, they paid for it.
For example, shortly after they left Egypt, they
had an opportunity to conquer what is now the land of
Israel. Instead of going and attacking, they sent out
spies to assess the land, contrary to their instructions.
The result was that they were dissuaded from fighting
the war that they could have won, and, instead, were
condemned to spend 40 years wandering in the desert.
There are other examples, of course, the golden calf being a major one, but the point that I want to
make is that we are never free from obligations. As
citizens of the United States of America, we have obligations, including one that is particularly painful at this
time of year, paying our income taxes. As Jews, we
have additional obligations, such as observing the
rules of kashruth.
Other obligations include attending services. It
is well and good if we pray at home when the spirit
moves us. A n integral part of our faith, however, is to
join in prayer. For that we need to be at synagogue
services.
There are certain prayers that can only be said
with a minyan, including kaddish, the prayer said in
memory of a departed relative. When a Jew comes to
services to say kaddish and is precluded from doing
so because there is no minyan, that gives the entire
congregation a black eye.
The strength of our people has been our ability
to stand together, despite differences. To come to services to help a fellow Jew, as well as for your own
sake, demonstrates that strength.
That leads me into mentioning how grateful I
am to the core minyan of C.B.I. who are meticulous
about attending services. One person in particular is
Roger Lader, one of our vice-presidents and long-time
member of the Board of Trustees.
Roger is not a young man and is beset with
physical problems that makes it difficult for him to get
around. Nevertheless, he comes to both Friday night
and Saturday morning services on a very regular basis. In addition, he participates in many of our activities, including the Ritual Committee, and the Hebrew
School.
Thank you Roger. You set an excellent example of what it means to be a good Jew.
Yours in fellowship,
Charles Greinsky
President
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C.B.I.’s Sisterhood invites
you to join us on
Sunday, April 22, at 11 a.m. to visit the

Museum of Jewish Heritage
A Living Memorial to the Holocaust
Edmond J. Safra Plaza
36 Battery Place
Phone: 646 437-4202
Exhibits include:
Memory Unearthed
The Lodz Ghetto
Photographs of Henryk Ross
$20 per person, not including lunch
(Transportation on your own)
Please return slip below, with check payable to
Sisterhood of Congregation B’nai Israel
before April 13, 2018
to 45 Twombly Ave.
Staten Island, NY 10306
______________________________________________
Number of reservations @ $20 per person ________
Name_______________________________________
Phone_________________Email__________________
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Other dates to keep in mind
Apr. 8-Sun. Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m.
Apr. 10-Tues. Ritual committee, 8 p.m.
Apr. 15- Sun. Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m.
Apr. 17- Tues. Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m.
Board of Trustees, 8 p.m.
Apr. 18-Wed. Sisterhood meeting, followed by Fun
Night, 6:45 p.m.
Apr. 22-Sun. Trip to Jewish Museum, see p. 3
Apr. 29-Sun. Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m.
All Rabbi’s study sessions are preceded by services at 9:15 a.m. and a light breakfast

Our next meeting and Fun Night will be on
Wednesday, April 18. The meeting will begin at 6:45
p.m. and Fun Night at 7:30 p.m. We will have a
guest speaker, Lisa Gessert, who will give us tips on
organizing and “decluttering.” Please save the date
and attend.. We would like to have a nice turnout for
Lisa as she is doing this without charge.
We look forward to seeing you.
Have a wonderful Passover Holiday.
Barbara Smith

Have your reserved a plaque?
If you know of someone who reserved a memorial
Thank you for your contribution
plaque, please get in touch with the office to confirm
Contributions received after March 15 will be
the reservation. We are concerned that some people
acknowledged in the May issue. Contributions with may have reserved a plaque and, unfortunately, have
no specific designation are for the general use of the passed on, without the family notifying us.
synagogue.
Flora and Miron Berenshteyn
Just for the fun of it
Al and Sophia Cohen in memory of Joseph Cohen
Moses was sitting in the Egyptian ghetto. Things
Marvin and Brenda Ness-Cooper in memory of
were terrible. Pharaoh wouldn't even speak to him.
Abraham L. Cooper
The rest of the Israelites were mad at him and makAna and Mark Cramer for sponsoring an oneg in
ing the overseers even more irritable than usual, etc.
honor of their birthdays
He was about ready to give up.
Mel Fox in memory of Benjamin Fox and Abraham
Suddenly a booming, sonorous voice spoke.
Friedman
"You, Moses, heed me! I have good news,
Arlene and Aaron Gerstman in memory of Sylvia
and bad news."
Appelbaum and Alex Gerstman
Moses was staggered. The voice continued:
Gloria Hirsch in memory of Dora Hirsch
"You, Moses, will lead the People of Israel
Anita and Larry Gordon in memory of Shirley Berman from bondage. If Pharaoh refuses to release your
Dagmar and Otto Katz in memory of Helen Katz
bonds, I will smite Egypt with a rain of frogs"
Norman Levine in memory of Anna Levine
"You, Moses, will lead the People of Israel to
Ella Ligay in memory of Gene Ligay
the Promised Land. If Pharaoh blocks your way, I will
Ilya Miretskiy
smite Egypt with a plague of locusts."
Dr. Steve Ratner in memory of Ben Ratner
"You, Moses, will lead the People of Israel to
Merryl Troshane in memory of Ellen Troshane
freedom and safety. If Pharaoh's army pursues you,
Doris Wasser in memory of Lawrence Wasser
I will part the waters of the Red Sea to open your
path to the Promised Land."
Sisterhood News
Moses was stunned. He stammered, "That's....
At the last Sisterhood’s meeting, we were happy to that's fantastic. I can't believe it! --- But what's the
hear that the packing and distribution of the Purim bad news?"
bags went very well. Thank you, Barbara Kanter, for
"You, Moses, must write the Environmental
all your hard work in the success of this monumental Impact Statement."
project.
Our sincere congratulations and best wishes
to Nancy and Joel Cohen on their 65th wedding anniversary. What an achievement!
Sunday, April 22, will be our trip to the Jewish
Heritage Museum. The cost is $20 per person, and
you will be able to purchase lunch at the museum. Please let Susan know as soon as possible if
you would like to attend. Couples are welcome.
We had a "hot" game of Boggle during Fun
Night. It was a lot of fun with many laughs. Susan
Finkelstein had the best word of the night
"antique". Way to go Susan!
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Apr. 16/Iyar 1
Benjamin Hirsch, father-in-law of Mrs. William Hirsch
Apr. 18/Iyar 3
Jacob Dambowic, brother of Doris Weinstraub
Gitsin Leib Yankelevich, father of Yakov Gitsin
Apr. 22/Iyar 7
Samuel Saks, father of Manny Saks
Apr. 23/Iyar 8
Morris Edelman, father of Rhoda Jaslow
Apr. 25/Iyar 10
Sam Jaslow, father of Herbert Jaslow
Rudy Olinsky, father of Norman Olinsky
Apr. 27/Iyar 12
Morris Goldstein, father of Stuart Goldstein
Apr. 28/Iyar 13
Yahrzeits This Month
Miriam Boxer, mother of Francine Sklar
Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date
Apr. 29/Iyar 14
given. For additions or corrections to this list, please
Jacob Epstein, father of Rita Hauser
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or
Frieda Goldklang, mother of Lillian Phillips
slzdiamond@hotmail.com
Apr. 30/Iyar 15
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please call
Michael Perner, father of Shelly Harwayne
the office two weeks before, and we will try to arTsypa Valdberg, grandmother of Lenny Valdberg
range a minyan. It would be helpful to bring a few
family members and friends to the service to make
News about our members
sure of a minyan as it is not always possible to ar- Condolences to Ilene and Charles Greinsky on the
range one from our congregants.
passing of their brother-in-law. May the Greinsky famMany congregants come to services Friday ily be comforted among all the mourners of Zion and
night to say kaddish.
Jerusalem and know from no further sorrow. Best
Apr. 1/Nisan 16
wishes for a speedy recovery to Jay Goretsky from
Dora Perl, mother of Brenda-Ness Cooper
his forthcoming procedure.
Apr. 2/Nisan 17
Preschool News
Anna Fox, mother of Melvin Fox
In April, the Pre-K for All class will be studying an
Apr. 3/Nisan 18
instructional unit entitled Plants. The Two and Three
Danielle Goldberg, daughter of Marian and Arthur
Year Old Class will be beginning the thematic unit
Goldberg and sister of Beth Marin
entitled Spring. We are also excited about a weekApr. 4/Nisan 19
long celebration of all of our youngest learners! The
Bernice (Bunny) Leopold, wife of Robert
Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration
Leopold
hosted by the National Association for the Education
Raya Shoikhebrod, mother-in-law of Greta Kovler
of Young Children. It celebrates early learning,
Apr. 5/Nisan 20
young children, their teachers, and families. This
Abraham Ganzman, father of Joel Ganzman
year it will take place during the week starting on
Sydney Kettner, mother of Bette Goldstein
April 16. We will include Music Monday, Tasty TuesJacob Valdberg, grandfather of Lenny Valdberg
day, Work Together Wednesday, Artsy Thursday,
Apr. 9/Nisan 24
and Family Friday.
Naum Aleyner, grandfather of Marina Papirov
Registration will continue for all classes for SumChaim ben Mordechai, father of Ilya Miretskiy
mer 2018 and for September 2018 - 2019.
Apr. 10/Nisan 25
Wishing everyone happiness on Passover and alGrigoriy Shteyman, father of Leonard Shteyman
ways!
Minnie Zeitlin, mother of Flo Weiss
The CBI Academy Preschool Team
Apr. 11/Nisan 26
Oscar Herzekow, father of Diane Schwartz
Apr. 12/Nisan 27
Larry Tabak, father of Jack Tabak
Apr. 14/Nisan 29
Elsie Krevoy, grandmother of Ilene Greinsky
Apr. 15/Nisan 30
Harry Sotland, father of Lillian Brosnick
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