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Other dates to keep in mind 
May 1 – Tues. Ritual committee, 8 p.m. 
May 6 -  Sun.  UJA Breakfast, JCC, 1466 Manor  
    Road, 9:30 a.m. 
May 13 - Sun. Israel Bond Breakfast, JCC, 1466 
    Manor Road 
May 15 - Tues. Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m. 
             Board of Trustees, 8 p.m. 
May 23 - Wed. Sisterhood meeting, 6:30 p.m., 
  followed by Fun Night, 7:30 p.m. 

No Rabbi study sessions in May.  
They will resume in June. 

 
Happy Shavuot from the Officers and 

Board of Trustees of C.B.I.  

Thurs. May 3/Iyar 19 
Erik Mark Sokol 

 Bar Mitzvah 
 (see p. 2) 

Services, 7 a.m. 
 

Friday, May 4/Iyar 20 
Light candles, 7:37 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. May 5/Iyar 20 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri. May 11/Iyar 26 
Light candles, 7:44 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. May 12/Iyar 27 
Rabbi’s class. 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri. May 18/Sivan 4 
Light candles, 7:51 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Sat. May 19/Sivan 5 
Erev Shavuot   

Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 
Services, 9:20 a.m. 

Light candles, 8:58 p.m.  
Mincha-Ma’ariv, 8 p.m., 
followed by study ses-
sion and refreshments 

 
Sun. May 20/Sivan 6 
First day of Shavuot 

Morning services, 9 a.m. 
Mincha-ma’ariv ,8 p.m. 
Light candles, 8:59 p.m. 

 
Mon. May 21/Sivan 7 

Second day of Shavuot 
Services, 9 a.m.,  

Yiskor 
Mincha-Ma’ariv, 8 p.m. 

 
Fri. May 25/Sivan 11 

Light candles, 7:57 p.m. 
Services, 8 p.m. 

 
Sat. May 26/Sivan 12 

Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 
Services, 9:20 a.m. 

 

 
From the  

 
   Desk of 

 
 Rabbi Pearl 

The most important event in May is Shavuot, which 
starts on Saturday night, May 19, and continues 
through Sunday and Monday, ending on the night of 
May 21.The root of the word Shavuot, comes from the 
number seven. A few years ago, the Jewish Press 
published an article on the significance of this number, 
from which the following is adapted. 
 Shavuot represents the centrality of the number 
seven in the holiday and Judaism itself. The Hebrew 
root of word is seven, which is also the root of the 
word for vow, satiation and week. Shavuot is celebrat-
ed seven weeks after Passover. 
 There are a number of other instances where 
the number seven plays an important role. A few of 
them follow. 
 1, The Sabbath is the seventh day of creation, 
in a seven-day week. 
 2. Seven key Jewish/universal leaders-
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Joseph, and 
David, are commemorated as distinguished guests 
(ushpizinin) during Succot, representing the seven 
qualities of the Torah. 
 3. Seven generations passed from Abraham to 
Moses 
 4. There are seven species in the land of Israel 
barley, wheat, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and 
date-honey. 
 5. Grooms and brides are blessed seven time at 
their weddings. 
 6. There are seven continents and seven 
oceans in the world. 
 7, There are seven days of mourning. 
  8. There are seven prophetesses: Sarah, Miri-
am, Deborah, Hannah, Abigail, Choulda, and Esther. 
 9. Moses was born and died on the seventh day 
of Adar. 
 So seven means a lot!   
Continued on page 2 
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There are several ways you can remember a loved 
one or commemorate a special occasion.  
Here are some ideas: 
Call the Synagogue office  (718) 987-8188: 
  to schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming 
  to dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)    
  to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush  
  to make a donation to the Hebrew School 
  to reserve a date for a special function  
  to dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life   
  to plant a Tree in Israel            
Call Dr. Selman Berger  (718) 948-5447 for infor-    
 mation about  our cemetery plots                
Call Scott Diamond  (917) 674-3317 for information 
 about a Memorial Plaque   
________________________________________________   
      President’s message 
 A couple of months ago, my message was written 
during a cold snap. Today, I am enjoying the first 
warm day of the year! What a difference a few weeks 
make! 
 It makes me wonder if there isn’t a deeper 
message. For the weather, a few weeks can make all 
the difference. For C.B.I., what seems to be a small 
amount can also make a large difference From a 
monetary point of view, if everyone increased their 
annual contribution by 5%, it would change our posi-
tion from just getting by to where we might be able to 
start new programs, Similarly, if more people volun-
teered one night a month to serve on a committee, or 
to participate in some of our programs, it would relieve 
the pressure on the overworked group that are al-
ready doing much more than their share. 
 Remember, it is not all work. Our programs are 
entertaining and informative. As an example, we re-
cently had a discussion of “Night,” by Elie Wiesel, 
which proved to be very thought provoking.  
 So, think about it and see if you can’t make that 
little extra effort that can really be large. 
 To give you two examples of how a relatively 
little amount of time came make a big difference, I can 
do no better than to point to Joel Cohen and Norman 
Levine. Both are gentlemen who are nearing 90 years 
of age. Yet, they are not only regulars at our Friday 
and Saturday services but also at minyans that are 

called during the week when someone needs to say 
kaddish.  All too often, they are the difference be-
tween having a minyan and not having one. To make 
this effort does not require much of their time, but it 
makes a big difference to us. 
                                         Yours in fellowship, 

    Charles Greinsky 
    President 

Rabbi’s message continued 
  We make a huge mistake if we try to confine or 
limit the content of Torah.  This varied list teaches us 
that faith, history, divine and human attributes, and 
religious observance are all wrapped up in what we 
call Torah.  Its vastness is a challenge, and its content 
can never be mastered totally.  But Shavuot, with its 
traditions of learning, with the story of the world shak-
ing at the giving of the Ten Commandments, challeng-
es us to make a start.     
 Attend a class, participate in a discussion, read 
a book.  Think about your Jewish heritage and 
faith.  You may find new meaning in the number  
seven and to Torah as well.                                                                                                                                                          
               Chag Sameach, 
      Pinchas N. Pearl 
     Rabbi 
 

 Mazal Tov to our Bar Mitzvah 
Erik Mark Sokol 

On May 3, at 7 a.m., Erik Mark Sokol will be called to 
the Torah on the occasion of  his Bar Mitzvah. 
 Erik is the son of Alona and Dr Alexander 
Sokol and the younger brother of Annet.  He is in the 
eighth grade at the Marsh Ave. school, where his spe-
cial interests include science and computers. Erik also 
is involved with BMX bicycles. 
 While playing  with the JCC’s  soccer team, 
Erik has received numerous awards and medals. 
 We congratulate the Sokol family, who have 
recently become members, and look forward to see-
ing all of them at our services and functions. 

                                          May 2018  The SHOFAR  2  



 

 
             May 2018  The SHOFAR  3 

 

 
 

Family Barbecue & Movie Night   

Rain or Shine 
 

Bring your children and friends for a fun-filled time  
at 

Congregation B’nai Israel  
45 Twombly Avenue 

SI NY 10306 (Bay Terrace) 
 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 
 5:00 PM 

 
Children's Activities (Pre-Movie) 

 MOVIE:  The Pianist  
 

Food: Hamburgers, hot dogs, knishes, chips  
 

Adults: $10  
Children: five to eleven: $5 

 Under five: free 

 

Name ______________________   
Address  ___________________________________ 
Phone ________________Email______________ 

 
Payment must be received by May 25, 2018 
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           Thank you for your contribution 
Contributions received after April 15 will be acknowl-
edged in the June issue. Contributions with no spe-

cific designation are for the general use of the  
synagogue. 

Lillian Brosnick for sponsoring an oneg to honor the 
memory of her father 
Vlad Cohen 
Brenda and Marvin Cooper in memory of Dora Perl 
Joel and Rae Ganzman in memory of  
Abraham Ganzman 
Bette and Steve Goldstein in memory of  
Sydney Kettner 
Alice Gorenstein for her substantial contribution for 
our onegs and  kiddushes 
Gloria Hirsch in memory of Ben Hirsch 
Sheldon Lynn 
Rabbi Pinchas N. Pearl 
Lillian Phillips in memory of Frieda Goldklang 
Jack and Masha Tabak 
 

  News about our members  
Congratulations to our President, Charles  
Greinsky, on receiving the Jerome O’Donovan Vi-
etnam Veteran Service Award. Congratulations as 
well to Tatyana and Timur Fanshteyn  on being 
C.B.I.’s honorees at the annual UJA-Federation com-
munity breakfast     
 Mazal tov to Masha and Jack Tabak on the 
birth of a great-granddaughter.   
 Our best wishes to Ana Cramer for a speedy 
recovery from her recent injury. 

  
Sisterhood News 

Our trip to The Museum of Jewish Heritage was a 
fascinating experience. We were given a most inter-
esting tour of  one of the current exhibits, “Memory 
Unearthed -The Photographs of Henryk Ross,” a rec-
ord of the Lodz Ghetto taken by a survivor. A picture 
of some of those who went appears below. From left 
to right they are David Raps, Laurie Raps, Joel Co-
hen, Susan Finkelstein, Nancy Cohen, Janice Rap-
paport, Barbara Smith, and Sandy Levy 
 Thanks go to the volunteers who will be doing 
shopping for Shabbat during May.  
` Sisterhood is considering various ideas for up- 
coming events. They include Broadway and off-
Broadway shows, cooking classes, lectures, and dis-
cussions. Watch your mail for further information. Re-
member that we are always open to new ideas from 
any of our members, 
 At its last meeting, Sisterhood was treated to a 
talk entitled,  "Learning To Live With Less,” by the 
author, Lisa Gessert .She discussed the importance 
of getting organized. Getting rid of  the papers, pic-
tures, chatchkis , etc., that clutter up our homes and 
lives. Many of us left, greatly motivated to "clean out 
that closet", and to have our grown-up kids remove 
all of their "stuff" that was left behind,when they 
moved out! 
 We are looking forward to seeing you, espe-
cially if you have not attended previously, at our next 
meeting, May 23 at 6:45 p.m., which will be followed 
by our Fun Night . 
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Yahrzeits This Month         
Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date  

given. For additions or corrections to this list, please 
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or   

slzdiamond@hotmail.com   
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please call 
the office two weeks  before, and we will try to ar-
range a minyan. It would be helpful to bring a few  
family members and friends to the service to make 
sure of a minyan as it is not always possible to ar-
range one from our congregants. 
 Many congregants come to services Friday 
night to say kaddish.  

May 2/Iyar 17 
Daniel Kostetsky, relative of Milena Priven 

May 3/Iyar 18 
Ben Cramer, father of Mark Cramer 

May 4/Iyar 19 
Valerie Levy, daughter of Doris Wasser and cousin of  

Harris Schwartz 
May 5/Iyar 20 

Miriam Erdman, grandmother of Charles Greinsky 
David Streger, father of Roberta Sapolsky 

May 7/Iyar 22 
Abraham Finkle, father of Martin Finkle 

May 10/Iyar 25 
Helen Wassner, mother of Martin Wassner 

May 11/Iyar 26 
Sally Lipschutz, mother of Robert Leopold 
Hyman Tasman, father of Marcia Cohen 

May 12/Iyar 27 
Seymour Fourman, relative of the Fourman family 

Murray Haber, father of Marilyn Goldstein 
May 13/Iyar 28 

Sam Aizenszpis, father of Anne Forman 
May 15/Sivan 1 

Rose Fruchter, mother of Anita Sini 
May 16/Sivan 2 

Jacob Greinsky, grandfather of Charles Greinsky 
May 17/Sivan 3 

Misha Czutovsky, father of Rita Shapiro and  
great-grandfather of Monique Datnova 

May 18/Sivan 4 
Alexander Ferencik, father of Dagmar Katz 

May19/Sivan 5 
Edith Cohen, mother of Al Cohen 

Eli Katz, tather of Jack and Otto Katz 
Lawrence Sandik, father of Ilene Greinsky 

May 20/Sivan 6 
Ada Landwehr, mother of Eleanor Dovdovany 

May 22/Sivan 8 
Philip Fingerman, father of Estelle Goldberg 

Lena Haber, mother of Marilyn Goldstein 
Benjamin Lipschutz, father of Robert Leopold 

May 23/Sivan 9 
Arthur Levy, husband of Sandy Levy and father of 

Michelle Brosnick and Jackie Spiegel 
May 27/Sivan 13 

Sylvia Friedman, mother-in-law of Mel Fox 
May 28/Sivan 14 

Irina Ferencik, mother of Dagmar Katz 
Alexander Shoikhetbrod, husband of Gretta Kovler 

May 29/Sivan 15 
Sarah Goldstein, mother of Stuart Goldstein 

May 30/Sivan 16 
Anna Ganzman, mother of Joel Ganzman 

Sidney Smith, father of Norman Smith 
 

Preschool News 

     In May, the Pre-K for All class will continue to 
study living things by moving from observing and 
learning about different kinds of plants to the needs 
and characteristics of different kinds of animal ba-
bies. The Two and Three Year Old class will be intro-
duced to the thematic unit entitled "The Farm".  Farm- 
themed art activities will include yarn collages, butter-
milk painting, and feather collages. 
     Our annual Mother's Day Plant Sale will take 
place from Tuesday, May 8, 2018 through Thursday, 
May 10, 2018 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Please join us in 
support of CBI Academy Preschool. 
     Registration for all preschool programs will contin-
ue for Summer 2018 and for the 2018 - 2019 school 
year. 
     Our heartfelt wishes to all moms for a beautiful 
Mother's Day! 
                         The CBI Academy Preschool Team 

Tree of Life 
Our beautiful Tree of Life board contains leaves 
that can be used to commemorate a simcha, or any 
other significant event in your family 
 Each leaf costs  $72, which includes the cost 
of custom engraving. The profit from your purchase 
will  help our synagogue continue to provide services 
to the Jewish community. 
 This is a meaningful way of memorializing an 
important date or person permanently. Please con-
tact the office for further information. On how to make 
the necessary arrangements. 
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How can I help? 
From time to time, we have asked you, our mem-
bers, to help in our work. You may ask, “I pay my 
dues. What else is there?” Here are some sugges-
tions: 
 Come to services, not just on the High Holi-
days, as important as that is, but on Friday nights 
and Saturday mornings as well 
 Learn more about Judaism, by coming to the 
Rabbi’s study sessions before Saturday morning ser-
vices and attending his other classes. 
 Tell the Office or one of the officers of CBI 
what skills you have that may be of use. 

Sponsor a Kiddush or Oneg in honor or in 
memory of someone special. 

Join a committee that you have a special in-
terest in. 

Host a new member to a Shabbat dinner. 
Come to Congregational meetings and speak 

on matters of concern to you. 
If you never had a Bar or Bat Mitzvah  
ceremony, call the office and we can help 

you. 
This list is for starters. Reading through it may give 
you other ideas about helping. Please tell us about 
them and help bring them to reality. 

 
 

Seders provide welcome start to holiday 
Continuing the practice of the last few years, 
Cong. B’nai Israel held community Seders the first 
and second nights of Passover. 
 Led by our own Rabbi Pearl, both nights 
proved entertaining as well as inspirational. The 
Haggadah was read and comments made on the 
meaning of the service. Everyone joined in the 
traditional songs, which materially added to the 
festivities. 
 We thank all those who helped bring this 
annual event come to fruition, including Susan 
Finkelstein, Sandy Levy, Janice Rappaport, Bar-
bara Smith, and especially Rabbi Pearl. 
 Tor those looking for a Seder to go to next 
year, you can do no better than come to us. 

 
In Case Of... 

By following these guidelines,  you will help 
yourself and your family in times of great joy, or G
-d forbid, moments of crisis and stress.                         
 As rabbi, it is my desire to attend to your 
life-cycle needs. These include births and wed-
dings, funerals, and hospital and home visits to 
the ill. In order for me to be of help, I must be kept 
informed. Please take a moment to read through 
these steps and always keep this page in a  
handy place. 

    Rabbi Pinchas Pearl 
Illness 

In case of illness or hospitalization, please notify the 
synagogue office at (718) 987-8188. 

Death 
Even before making funeral arrangements, notify 
Rabbi Pearl at the synagogue office (718) 987-8188) 
or on  his cell (718) 564-5518). He will assist and 
guide you in making the appropriate arrangements 
for the funeral. 
 If you cannot reach the rabbi, contact the 
Jewish funeral home and begin to make your ar-
rangements. Please, if Rabbi Pearl is going to offici-
ate at the funeral, do not set a time until the rabbi 
has contacted you. At most, this will be a very short 
while. If the rabbi is on vacation, other local rabbis 
are on call.  .  

Simchas 
 For your joyous occasions in life, please 
share your nachas with the rabbi by informing him 
about births, engagements, weddings, and other 
noteworthy moments in the life of your family. The 
rabbi will arrange for a baby-naming, provide infor-
mation regarding a mohel (for newborn boys), coor-
dinate a pidyon haben (the redemption ceremony for 
first-born males), schedule an aufruf (to celebrate a 
forthcoming marriage), perform a wedding, and bring 
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