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Fri. Nov. 2/Heshvan 24
Light candles, 5:32 p.m.
Services, 8 p.m.

Fri. Nov. 16/Kislev 8
Light candles, 4:18 p.m.
Services, 8 p.m.

Sat. Nov. 3/Heshvan 25
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
Services, 9:20 p.m.

Sat. Nov. 17/Kislev 9
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
Services, 9:20 a.m.

Fri. Nov. 9/Kislev 1
Light candles, 4:24 p.m.
Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
See p. 3
Services, 8 p.m.

From the
Desk of
Rabbi Pearl

Fri. Nov. 23/Kislev 15
Light candles, 4:14 p.m.
.The most prominent date on the calendar for NoServices, 8 p.m.
vember with Jewish significance is Friday, November
9, the anniversary of Kristallnacht, the horrific pogSat. Nov. 24/Kislev 16
rom that the Nazis unleashed on German Jews in
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
November of 1938. On that night, violent anti-Jewish
Sat. Nov. 10/Kislev 2
Services, 9:20 a.m.
demonstrations broke out across Germany, Austria,
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
Services, 9:20 a.m.
Fri. Nov, 30/Kislev 22 and the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia. Nazi
Light candles, 4:11 p.m. officials depicted the riots as justified reactions to the
assassination of German foreign official Ernst von
Services, 8 p.m.
Rath, who had been shot two days earlier by Herschel Grynszpan, a 17-year old Polish Jew distraught
Other dates to keep in mind
over the deportation of his family from Germany.
Sun., Nov. 4— Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m.,
Over the next 48 hours, violent mobs, spurred
see p. 8
by Anti-Semitic exhortations from Nazi officials, deTues., Nov. 6-- Ritual Committee, 8 p.m.
stroyed hundreds of synagogues, burning or deseFri., Nov. 9— Dinner, Speaker, see p. 3
crating Jewish religious artifacts along the way. ActSat., Nov.10— Movie, 7 p.m. see p. 4
ing on orders from Gestapo headquarters, police ofWed., Nov.14—Sisterhood meeting, followed
ficers and firefighters did nothing to prevent the deby Fun Night, 7p.m.
struction. All told, approximately 7,500 Jewish-owned
Sun., Nov. 18-- Rabbi’ s study session, 10 a.m.
businesses, homes, and schools were plundered,
see p.8
and 91 Jews were murdered. An additional 30,000
Tues., Nov. 20—Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m.
Jewish men were arrested and sent to concentration
Board of Trustees, 8 p.m.
camps. Nazi officials immediately claimed that the
Jews themselves were to blame for the riots, and a
President’s Letter
fine of one billion reichsmarks (about $400 million at
The holiday of Succot is also a harvest festi1938 rates) was imposed on the German Jewish
val, thus, in a sense, related to the holiday of
community.
Thanksgiving, which we will celebrate this
The Nazis called the event Kristallnacht
month. There are, of course, differences. The
(“Crystal Night,” or, “The Night of Broken Glass”), reholiday of Succot is based on our wanderings
ferring to the thousands of shattered windows that
through the desert, while Thanksgiving just cellittered the streets afterwards, but the euphemism
ebrates the harvest and the fact of the Pilgrim’s
does not convey the full brutality of the event. Krissurviving for another year. Although
tallnacht was a turning point in the history of the
While Thanksgiving has its roots in
Third Reich marking the shift from Anti-Semitic
Christian belief and Succot is a Jewish holiday,
Continued on page 2
Continued on page 2 .
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Rabbi’s message continued
rhetoric and legislation to the violent, aggressive antiChairman of the Board of Trustees Martin Eisenberg
Jewish measures that would culminate with the HoloPresident
Charles Greinsky
caust. Germany today remembers the events by the
Executive Vice President
Barry Kashubo
slightly milder name of “Reichpogrom,” but the meanFirst VP
Roger Lader
ing is the same.
Second VP
Martin Eisenberg
Third VP
Kevin Brosnick
I have always considered the day the actual
Treasurer
VACANT
beginning of the Holocaust. It was the first time that
Financial Secretary
Susan Finkelstein
both Jewish property, in the form of synagogues,
Recording Secretary
Rita Eisenberg
schools, businesses and homes, and Jewish lives
Sisterhood President
Sandy Levy
were marked for destruction by the Nazis. Our conEditor
Norman A. Kanter
—————————————————–——————————— gregation will mark the event by joining together for
There are several ways you can remember a loved
Shabbat dinner, and then hosting Mr. Max Gottlieb, a
one or commemorate a special occasion.
survivor and Holocaust educator, to speak on the sigHere are some ideas:
nificance of the day and the need to remember. I
Call the Synagogue office (718) 987-8188:
hope many of you will take advantage of this opporto schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming
tunity to learn and remember.
to dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)
One of the stories that emerged from that night
to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush
was from the burning of the Orianenburger Strasser
to make a donation to the Hebrew School
Temple, a prominent synagogue in Berlin. The buildto reserve a date for a special function
ing was (and in restoration today, is) topped by an
to dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life
elaborate Moorish style dome (see below), and there
to plant a Tree in Israel
is a picture of the dome engulfed in flames on KrisCall Dr. Selman Berger (718) 948-5447 for informa- tallnacht. Next door was, a Protestant hospital called
tion about our cemetery plots
St. Hedwig’s. The hospital director walked around,
Call Scott Diamond (917) 674-3317 for information
drawing curtains over windows to block the view of
about a Memorial Plaque
the burning synagogue. When a staff member asked
________________________________________________
him what he was doing, he replied “Don’t make yourself a witness.”, and the subsequent events of the
President’s message continued
Holocaust were
both days have thanks to Hashem for His blessings.
The events of Kristallnacht witnessed by many,
While there is no comparable holiday in Islam, many and all too many did nothing to protest or help vicMoslems also celebrate Thanksgiving.
tims. They chose not be witnesses, and allowed evil
If there is a common bond with three different
to rampage. A lesson of Kristallnacht, and of the Holreligions, how much more important is it that there be ocaust, is that we all have a duty to protest and help
one among our people. Orthodox, Conservative, Re- victims of hatred. That’s how the fires of hatred get
form, Reconstructionist, or anything else, we are all
put out. Let us all find the courage to witness, interJews and should focus on what we have in common, cede, and help the victims and targets of hatred.
not what differences there may be.
Shalom,
I hope your Thanksgiving holiday is enjoyable.
Pinchas N. Pearl
Yours in fellowship,
Rabbi
Charles Greinsky
President
Winter is coming
And with it increasingly inclement weather. As a result some of our members who usually attend minyans cannot do so. This can, and has resulted in
times when someone who needed to say kaddish was
unable to do so.
We ask you to help. On a Friday night, or Saturday morning, Please come to services. They are
the heart of our synagogue., really, the essential reason we exist. The services are inspirational. Friday
night’s services are followed by coffee and cake and
Saturday’s are followed by a full lunch.
We look forward to seeing you.
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CBI invites you to join us on
Friday, November 9, 2018 at 6:30 PM
for a

traditional Shabbat Dinner
to commemorate

Kristalnacht
8:00 pm: Friday Night Services with
Guest Speaker: Max Gottlieb
Please return the dinner order form (check payable) to:
Congregation B’nai Israel
45 Twombly Avenue
Staten Island, N.Y. 10306

By November 1, 2018
For additional information, or to pay with a credit card, please
call the Congregation Office at 718-987-8188
Adult meals $22.00
Children currently attending Hebrew School are FREE
Children's meals $10.00 (ages 5- 12)
# of adults _______ # of children ________
Total: $_________
NAME: ________________________________
PHONE: ________________________________
Email: __________________________________
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Thank you for your contribution
Contributions received after October 15 will be
acknowledged in the December issue. Contributions
with no specific designation are for the general use
of the synagogue.
Flora and Miron Berenshteyn, in memory of
Chaim ben Israel
Al and Sophia Cohen in memory of Sol Cohen
Arnold and Estelle Dunn in memory of Shirley Dunn
Susan and Richard Finkelstein for their donation of
new garbage cans
Tatyana and Vlad Gutt in memory of
Alexander Krongauz
Barbara and Norman Kanter in memory of
George Wolff and for sponsoring a Kiddush in honor
of their grandson, Gavi, becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Naomi and Lawrence Kirsch in memory of
Mildred Kroll
Sandy Levy in memory of Philip and Sara Tenenzapf
Laurie and David Raps in memory of Mildred Raps
and for sponsoring an oneg in honor of Laurie's
birthday
Judith and Paul Rosen in memory of Jenny Zuness
Harris and Diane Schwartz in memory of
Abraham Schwartz
Doris Wasser in memory of Lillian Eidlin
Rhonda and Martin Zwirn

to smuggle 2,500 Jewish children to safety. The social worker and her story were the subject of the
most recent film, “The Courageous Heart of Irena
Sendler,” that was shown at C.B.I. An interesting
discussion, led by Rabbi Pearl, followed and a delicious collation concluded the evening.
The movie was the latest in a series of interesting and important films that have been shown on
our movie nights. The next one will be on November
10, at 7 p.m.. It will be “The Hebrew Hammer,” in
response to requests to show something with a lighter theme. This will certainly fit the bill. The following
account is based on the Netflix description:
Mordechai Jefferson Carver, aka the Hebrew
Hammer, is an orthodox Jewish stud who goes on a
mission to save Chanukah. When Santa Claus's evil
son, Damian, is pushed over the edge by his father's
liberal policies, he does away with the Christian patriarch. Subsequently stepping into his father's role,
Damian launches a campaign to eradicate Chanukah. The Hammer joins forces with Esther Bloomenbergensteinenthal, the gorgeous and dangerous
daughter of the leader of the Jewish Justice League;
and his brother-in-arms Mohammed Ali Paula Abdul
Rahim, the head of the Kwanzaa Liberation Front, to
topple Santa's evil progeny and to save Chanukah
for future generations of Jews.
Sisterhood News
These movies and the discussions that follow
Sisterhood will send a shiva platter to the Rat- have proven to be very popular. Refreshments, of
ners as they mourn Dr. Steven Ratner.
course, will be available. Please come and join us.
“Man of La Mancha” will be at Playhouse 22
in June. We will look into it in the winter. We got a
News about our members
flyer for a show, “Gloria, A Life,” based on the life of We mourn the loss if our long-time member Dr.
Gloria Steinem. If people are interested, they should Steven Ratner, and our former member, Philip
let Susan Finkelstein know. Laurie Raps asked peo- Pressworsky. May their families be comforted with
ple to let her know if there is interest for the Chanu- all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.
kah musical show at Kingsborough College on DeCongratulations to Rita and Marty Eisenberg
cember 2. Sandy Levy will find out if the Yiddish lan- and Barbara and Norman A. Kanter on the Bar Mitzguage, “Fiddler on the Roof” is still playing.
vahs of their grandsons.
Mel Fox said that three Torahs need to be reBest wishes for a speedy recovery to Gail
paired.
Kashubo and Norman Levine.
Shopping for Shabbat was discussed. The
Please let us know of any events in your life
shoppers will be Susan Finkelstein, Alice Frey, Bette that you would like to share. You can email them to
Goldstein, Barbara Kanter Sandy Levy, Sharon Pe- bnkanter@verizon.net, or call (718) 351-9150. Sharkuly, Janice Rappaport, Laurie Raps, Janet Rocco, ing such news helps makes us a community.
and Barbara Smith.
We are keeping the same slate of officers for
Shop Amazon and help C. B.I.
the coming year.
Amazon
will
donate a percentage of the cost of all
Our next meeting will be November 14th at eligible items to C.B.I. if they are purchased on its
7:00 p.m., followed by fun night.
special site, AmazonSmile.com. The only difference
Laurie Raps
between this site and Amazon,.com is that on AmazonSmile, you can designate Congregation B’nai IsInspiring movie at C.B.I.
rael to be a recipient of the donation. The prices and
During World War II, a Polish social worker, who features are the same. Using this site, however, enwas a Catholic, devised a plan whereby she and ables C.B.I. to benefit from your purchase.
several co-workers gained access to the Warsaw
Here’s your chance to help our congregation
Ghetto disguised as nurses. Once in, they managed without any cost to you.
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Yahrzeits This Month
Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date
given. For additions or corrections to this list, please
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or
slzdiamond@hotmail.com
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please call
the office two weeks before, and we will try to arrange a minyan. It would be helpful to bring a few
family members and friends to the service to make
sure of a minyan as it is not always possible to arrange one from our congregants.
Many congregants come to services Friday
night to say kaddish.

Nov. 23/Kislev 15
Gladys Streger, mother of Roberta Sapolsky
Nov. 24/Kislev 16
Abraham Goldberg, father-in-law of Roger Lader
Nov. 25/Kislev 17
Harold Hollander, father of Carol Kruh
Nov. 26/Kislev 18
Edith Helicher, mother of Bonnie Arciero
Ruth Sandick, mother of Ilene Greinsky
Toby Weinstein, mother of Gail Schwartz
Nov. 28/Kislev 20
Bernard Cohen, father of Rae Ganzman
Nov. 29/Kislev 21
Gail Siskind, sister of Arnold Dunn
Samuel Zeitlin, father of Flo Weiss
Nov. 30/Kislev 22
David Fabian, father of Myra Presworsky

Thank you for redeeming your pledge
Our deepest appreciation goes to the following members and nonmembers who have recognized their obligation to redeem their High Holiday pledges.
Inna and Georgiy Abramson, Elaine and Peter Albert,
Tatyana and Vladimir Bekker, Ella and Arkadiy
Boldin, Marina and Yury Busnovetsky, Esther Cappadora, Vlad Cohen, Olga and Slave Digilov, Rita and
Martin Eisenberg, Danil Fay, Elena Feldman, Rae
and Joel Ganzman, Irina and Igor Gedal, Inna and
Nov. 5/Heshvan 27
Aleksandr Gluzman, Ella Gogus. Marilyn and Stuart
Loretta Gerstenfeld, wife of Jack Gerstenfeld
Goldstein, Eleanor Gutt, Tatyana and Vlad Gutt, Nina
Rebecca Herzekow, grandmother of Diane Schwartz Kachar, Marina and Arkadiy Kagan, Leonid Katsman,
Rose Golden Talbin, aunt of Cheryl Guterman
Marina Kaufman, Zoya and Marat Khalfin, Alan Klein,
Nov. 7/Heshvan 29
Bella Korytny, Irina Krongauz, Roger Lader, Norman
Miriam Goretsky, mother of Jay Goretsky
Levine, Sheldon Lynn, Ilya Miretsky, Isabella and Yuri
Nov. 10/Kislev 2
Moldavsky, Rita Morchik, Michael Nechayevskiy, Igor
Jeane Epstein, mother-in-law of Al Marin
Palatsky, Regina and Sam Perel, Boris Pikman, LinIrene Schwartz, mother of Harris Schwartz
da Portney, Mikhail Potashnik, Edward Radov, Janice
Selma Rosenblum, mother of Laurie Raps
and Neal Rappaport, Laurie and David Raps, Carolyn
Nov 12/Kislev 4
and Howard Ratner, Caryn and Howard Schwartz,
Roslyn Zeitlin, sister of Flo Weiss
Diane and Harris Schwartz, Marina and Igor
Nov. 14/Kislev 6
Shafarenko, Eugene Shnaydman, Yakov Tsentner,
Jack Goretsky, father of Jay Goretsky
Inna and Alexander Vayser, Boris Vernovsky, Marina
Bertha Perlin, grandmother of Roger Lader
and Grigoriy Vinitskaya, Pyotr Volfson, and Dorina
Nov 16/Kislev 8
and Avram Yugrakh
Sonya Rosenfeld, grandmother of Mrs. Papirov
Nov. 17/Kislev 9
Preschool News
David Brownstein, father of Cheryl Guterman
In November, the Pre-K for All class will be beginNov. 19/Kislev 11
ning the instructional unit entitled, All About Us. The
Genia Fisch, mother of Leo Fisch
Two and Three Year Old Class will be learning about
Nov. 20/Kislev 12
the Fall season and Thanksgiving.
Fay Frey, mother of Steven Frey
Thank you in advance for supporting our annual
Morris Kirsch, relative of Larry Kirsch
raffle fundraising event. .
Leo Ziegler, father of Gladys Graham
We have been approved for the 3-K for All, free
Nov. 21/Kislev 13
full day program, beginning in September 2019. This
Frances Cohen Baumback, mother of Florence Kalvo is great news for our community as well as for CBI.
Harold Hoff, uncle of Diane Schwartz
The CBI Academy Preschool Team
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Book Club
An interesting and lively discussion of “The Man In
the White Sharkskin Suit’ was held when the Book
Club met recently. The characters in the book were
analyzed with the members of the group recalling
their own relevant experiences. Led by Rabbi Pearl,
the morning flew, by with the discussion continuing
after the session had ended.
The next book to be discussed is “Turbulent
Souls,” by Stephen J. Dubner. In 1997, Dubner wrote
a cover story for the New York Times Magazine called "Choosing My Religion." It became one of
the most widely discussed articles in the magazine's
history. Turbulent Souls, the book that grew out of
that article, is an intimate memoir of a man in search
of a Jewish heritage he never knew he had. It is also
a
loving
portrait
of
his
parents.
Stephen Dubner's family was as Catholic as
they come. His devout parents attended mass at every opportunity and named their eight children after
saints. Stephen, the youngest child, became an altar
boy, studied the catechism, and learned the traditional rituals of the Church -- never suspecting that the
religion he embraced was not his by blood.
Turbulent Souls is Dubner's personal account
of his family; tumultuous journey from Judaism to Catholicism -- and in his own case, back to Judaism -and the effects, some tragic, some comic, of those
spiritual transformations. His parents were Jews,
born in Brooklyn to immigrant parents, but -- independent of each other and, indeed, before they met -each converted to Christianity, only to be shunned by
their families. After their marriage, they closed the
door on Judaism so firmly that their children had no
inkling that their background was far different from
what it seemed: They didn't know, for instance, that
their mother had a first cousin named Ethel Rosenberg, who was executed for treason in one of the
most controversial cases of the Cold War era.
The book is not available at the library. However, it can be ordered for $3.59, with no shipping
costs, from AbeBooks.com. Please get your copy and
join us for the next stimulating discussion
Rabbi to discuss paths to G-d
On Sunday mornings, starting at 10 a.m., Rabbi
Pearl will focus the adult education discussion series
on Rabbi Jonathan Sacks program "Ten Paths to
G-d". Rabbi Sacks describes the program as follows:
‘Ten Paths to God’ is the new, free, online curriculum about Judaism and Jewish values based on traditional and contemporary teachings as well as my
own writings. The curriculum is split into ten units and
seeks to help Jews around the world answer the
three fundamental questions every reflective human
being will ask at some point in life: Who am I? Why
am I here? How then shall I live? The opening unit

focuses on the concept of Identity. As Jews, we are
born into a family and a people that has a history.
Who are we? To which story do we belong?” Last
Sundaythe group focused on prayer as the way in
which we reach G-d. In prayer we find God by speaking; in study we find God by listening; in mitzvot we
find God by doing. A number of viewpoints were
shared and everyone walked away with some food
for thought.
In Case Of…
By following these guidelines, you will help yourself and your family in times of joy, or G-d forbid, moments of crisis.
As your rabbi, I want to assist in your life-cycle
needs. These can include births, weddings, funerals,
and visits to the ill in hospitals or at home.
So that I can be as much help as possible, I
need to be kept informed. Please take a moment to
read through these suggestions and keep them in a
handy place so that they will be available when the
need arises
Rabbi Pinchas N. Pearl
Illness
If you or a loved one is ill or injured and is at home or
in the hospital, please notify the synagogue office at
(718) 987-8188 or call Rabbi Pearl’s cell (718) 5645518..
.
Death
In case of a death, please notify Rabbi Pearl at the
synagogue office or on his cell (see above), even before making funeral arrangements. .
If you cannot reach the Rabbi, contact the funeral home and begin to make your arrangements.
Do not, however, set a time if the Rabbi is going to
officiate, until he has contacted you. This will be a
very short time. If the Rabbi is not available the office
will assist you in providing the name of another oRabbi to officiate.
Simchas
For your joyous occasions, share the joy with the
Rabbi by letting him know of births, engagements,
weddings, graduations, and other noteworthy moments in the life of your family. The Rabbi will arranged for a baby-naming, provide information concerning a bris, coordinate a pidyon haben (the redemption ceremony for first-born males0, schedule
an aufruf (to celebrate a forthcoming marriage), perform a wedding, and, in general, bring the richness of
Jewish traditions into your simcha..

May G-d provide consolation to
the families of the victims of the
tragedy in Pittsburgh.
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