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Fri. Mar.1/Adar I 24
Light candles, 5:29 p.m.
Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
Services, 8 p.m
Special Speaker
Cong. Max Rose

Wed. Mar. 20/Adar II 13
Erev Purim
Services, 7 p.m.
Megillah reading, and
party 7:30 p.m.

From the
Desk of

Th. Mar. 21/ Adar II 14
Rabbi Pearl
Purim
Services, Toras Emes, An exciting day on the Jewish calendar approaches. Purim, the rollicking, joyous holiday of survival and
8 a.m.
triumph, will be observed this year on Wednesday
Fri. Mar. 8/Adar II 1
Fri. Mar. 22/Adar II 15 evening, March 20, and Thursday, March 21. We all
Light candles, 5:37 p.m. Light candles 6:52 p.m. know about the Megillah, the noisemaking when we
hear Haman’s name, and the gift giving of the
Services, 8 p.m
Services, 8 p.m.
day. But what does Purim truly mean?
Essentially, Purim is about how G-d is hidden in
Sat. Mar. 9/Adar II 2
Sat. Mar.23/Adar II 16
everything.
G-d performs miracles for us, all behind
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
the
scenes.
Services, 9:20 a.m.
Services, 9:20 a.m.
It was during the time that the Jews were in exile
in
Babylon,
after the destruction of the first Holy
Fri. Mar. 15/Adar II 8
Fri. Mar. 29/Adar II 22
Temple.
Cyrus,
king
of Persia, had permitted the Jews
Light candles, 6:44 p.m. Light candles, 6:59 p.m.
to
rebuild
the
Holy
Temple. His usurper/successor,
Services, 8 p.m.
Services, 8 p.m
King Ahasueraus (Xerxes), put a halt to the rebuilding.
Sat. Mar. 16/Adar II 9
Sat, Mar. 30/Adar II 23 He felt it would diminish his own power. He began to
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. consolidate his kingdom, and when he was done with
that, he made an enormous party for all his subjects.
Services, 9:20 a.m.
Services, 9:20 a.m.
He also exhibited the utensils from the Holy Temple
and boasted about his own prowess. The Prophets
Other dates to keep in mind
and Sages declared it was forbidden to attend the parSun., March 3—Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m.
ty, because of this denigration of the Holy Temple VesTues. March 5—Ritual Committee, 8 p.m.
sels, but most Jews attended it anyway, out of fear of
Sun., March 10-Rabbi’s study session, 10 a,m,
the king. As a result, G-d decreed a warning against
Sisterhood meeting, 11 a.m.
them as a reminder of their duties to G-d.
Sun. March. 17-Book Club, “Outwitting
But G-d always prepares the cure before the
History,” 10 a.m.
hurt. At this party, the king got angry at Queen Vashti,
Tues., March.19-Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m.
and he had her killed. He searched for a new queen,
Board of Trustees, 8 .p,m,
and finally chose Hadassah, a Jewess. The Persians
Sat. March 23—Movie night, 8:30 p.m. See p. 6
of the palace, however, called her Esther, after Ishtar/
Wed. March 20 and Thurs. March 21—Purim
Astarte/Easter, who personified, to the Persians, beaupackage delivery. We are in dire need of volty. What they did not know was that G-d had manipuunteers. If you can help, call the office.
lated them in giving this nickname as well, for in HeSun., March 24—Rabbi’s study session, 10
brew “Esther” means hidden. We shall soon see the
a.m.
significance of this name.
Sun. March 31--_Rabbi’s study session, 10
Continued on page 2
a.m.
Sat. Mar.. 2/Adar I 25
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m.
Services, 9:20 a.m.
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OFFICERS OF CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL
RABBI
Pinchas N. Pearl

President
Rabbi’s message continued
Chairman of the Board of Trustees Martin Eisenberg
Then G-d created the punishment: Haman
President
Charles Greinsky
came to power. The king appointed Haman as viceExecutive Vice President
Barry Kashubo
roy. Haman decided to have all the Jews killed. It
First VP
Roger Lader
seemed to him, and to many other people, that it
Second VP
Martin Eisenberg
Third VP
Kevin Brosnick
was all the fault of Mordechai, the righteous prophet
Treasurer
VACANT
who defied Haman’s laws. Haman, after all, wanted
Financial Secretary
Susan Finkelstein
people to bow down to him. He hung a symbol of an
Recording Secretary
Rita Eisenberg
idol around his neck, so that people would be bowSisterhood President
Sandy Levy
ing down to both. Jewish Law forbids bowing down
Editor
Norman A. Kanter
—————————————————–—————————— in such a situation. One must rather accept death,
There are several ways you can remember a loved
before bowing down to anything idolatrous. Morone or commemorate a special occasion.
dechai therefore refused to bow or kneel before
Call the Synagogue office (718) 987-8188:
Haman. Haman got very angry, and decided to kill all
to schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming
the Jews. . (This is often cited as the classic case of
to dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)
anti-Semitism. Perhaps it is, but I think that ignores
to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush
the real point.)
to make a donation to the Hebrew School
Haman declared his decree, but kept its exact
to reserve a date for a special function
nature secret. The public decree merely stated that
to dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life
everyone be prepared to fight and kill one nation on
to plant a Tree in Israel
the 13th of Adar. The private decree sent only to the
Call Dr. Selman Berger (718) 948-5447 for informa- satraps and governors throughout the kingdom extion about our cemetery plots
plicitly marked the Jews for death. Mordechai,
Call Scott Diamond (917) 674-3317 for information through Divine prophecy, found out about the deabout a Memorial Plaque
tails, informed all the Jews, and they began fasting
______________________________________________
and repenting. They acknowledged that they should
President’s message
have obeyed the Rabbis, and neither attended the
Purim. What a great holiday! It is one of the two
party nor bowed down to Haman.
holidays that are just celebrations. (Simchat Torah is
Because they repented, G-d’s decree against
the other.). Our children and grandchildren dress up the Jews was annulled and reversed. Ahasueraus
in costumes. Thank heavens, no one in our congre- changed his mind and killed Haman instead. The
gation would even think of using blackface.. We are king’s change of heart seemed to come about beencouraged to make noises during services, and, in cause of Esther, who suddenly revealed she was
general, rejoice in our salvation.
also Jewish, and would therefore also be
Stop and think for a moment, however. If we killed by Haman. The king got very angry at his faexamine the story of Purim a little more deeply, it is vorite minister, and ordered him killed. The tree that
apparent that we escaped annihilation by the skin of Haman had prepared for Mordechai’s hanging was
our teeth. Although the name of G-d does not apused instead to hang Haman.
pear in the story, it is through His actions that it had
Thus the turnabout nature of Purim. The rea happy ending, as discussed in the Rabbi’s mesversal of the attitude of the Jews. The reversal of
sage.
Ahasueraus’s mind and heart, at least to some deDoes this mean we should sit back and relax gree. The reversal of the decree itself
because G-d will take care of everything? Of course
.The original decree: gave the Gentiles pernot! It was Queen Esther who foiled Haman’s plot to mission to kill and despoil the Jews, and forbade
destroy the Jews, but it was her faith in G-d that
Jews to defend themselves. The king changed the
gave her the courage to protest.
decree to allow the Jews to defend themselves. That
That is the story of our people throughout the change, along with the news that Haman had been
generations. We keep our faith in G-d, but do not re- hanged by the king, threw consternation into the
ly on Him to help us unaided. In our own time, noth- hearts of the enemies of the Jews. Well, not all of
ing is different. For instance, there are things that
them. Many still arose to kill the Jews,. but the Jews
need to be done to keep our Congregation healthy. defended themselves and won the battle with a great
We cannot just pray that G-d will take care of it.
victory, though. of course, it would have been better
I hope your Purim is merry and I look forward never to have had to fight at all. Thus the day itself
to seeing you during the year.
was reversed in intent and purpose.
Yours in fellowship,
Through it all, we see the hidden hand of G-d,
Charlie Greinsky
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Join us for a Pesach Seder
Congregation B’nai Israel hosts family style communal sedarim
Friday, April 19th at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 20th at 8:30 p.m.
$40 per person for Brisket Selection
$36.00 per person for Chicken Selection
Half price for Children under 12
Glatt Kosher Catering
All Traditional Observances
Singing, Divrei Torah and a beautiful way to celebrate Passover.
For reservations, please call the office or send in the following by April 13:
Dinner
Brisket Adults________ @ $40 each___________________$________
Brisket Children______ @ $20 each __________________ $_______
Chicken Adults _______@ $36 each___________________$_______
Chicken Children_____ _@ $18 each___________________$________
TOTAL

$_______

Name:________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________
Email:________________________________________________________________
Phone:________________________________________________________________
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Rabbi’s message (continued)
manipulating events from beginning to end. Many
things were hidden and then revealed, such as
Queen Esther’s nationality.
Nothing happens by coincidence. Esther was
the bright star that the Jews needed in that time of
darkness. For, as noted earlier, in Hebrew. “Esther”
means “hidden,” and the very lesson of Purim is that
G-d is hidden in everything that happens. And from
darkness arose this morning star.
And that is the meaning of Purim. G-d is hidden, but always involved in our lives and affairs. Let
us seek the hidden hand of G-d, and give thanks for
the miracles that transform our lives.
Shalom..
Pinchas N. Pearl
Rabbi

this will generate more participation. Sisterhood is
donating $150 toward the mailing.
Thirteen people will attend the April 7 performance of “Fiddler on the Roof.” We are having an
additional theater party on March 10, where we will
see “Children of Eden” at the Little Victory Theatre.
Seats are still available. Please contact the office or
Laurie for tickets.
Marty Eisenberg will do the annual hamentashen making but we don’t have a date yet.
The shoppers for the month are Susan
Finkelstein, Bette Goldstein, Barbara Kanter, Sandy
Levy,Janice Rappaport, and Laurie and David
Raps.
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, March
10, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.
Laurie Raps

Thank you for your contribution
Contributions received after February 15 will be
acknowledged in the March issue. Contributions with
no specific designation are for the general use of the
synagogue.
Flora and Miron Berenshteyn
Vlad Cohen
Marvin and Brenda Cooper, in memory of
Abraham L. Cooper
Ana and Mark Cramer,in memory of Aaron Feldman
Arnold and Estelle Dunn, in memory of Sidney Dunn
Mel Fox, in memory of Benjamin Fox and
Abraham Friedman
Aaron and Arlene Gerstman, in memory of Sylvia
Appelbaum and Alexander Gerstman
Jacob Goldberg, in memory of Ida Goldberg
Joel and Gladys Graham, in memory of
Arnold Graham
Barbara and Norman A. Kanter, for sponsoring an
oneg and kiddush in honor of Barbara's and Rabbi
Pearl’s birthdays
Roger Lader, in memory of Helen Lader,
Jack and Marcia Lader, and Ida Goldberg
Norman Levine, in memory of Anna Levine
Ella Ligay, in memory of Gene Ligay and
Abram Vatmakhter
Sheldon Lynn
Jonathan Miller, in honor of Jacob Elias
Sandra and Stephen Poris, in memory of
Leonard White

News about our members
We extend our deepest condolences to Rhoda and
Herb Jaslow and their family, on the passing of
Rhoda’s brother, Dr. Leonard Edelman.
We wish Mark Cramer a speedy recovery
from his fall.
Preschool news
In March, the PKA For All Class will study the
unit entitled "Water". Our youngest learners will
begin a thematic unit entitled "Spring".
We are registering children for both the new
3-K program as well as the 4-K program.
A happy Purim to all!
The CBI Academy Preschool Team

Sisterhood News
We are happy to report that Rita Eisenberg is back
home. .
As Barbara Kanter will be on vacation in the
beginning of March, additional help will be needed
for the Mishloach Manot. The Sisterhood will be
helping out. In addition, the Shalach Manot order
forms will be mailed to the congregation. Hopefully,
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Last chance for Mishloach Manot!
While it is too late to send in your order, there is a way you still can participate in this mitzvah. Just call Barbara Smith at (718) 948-2527, or email her at bar86low@yahoo.com, and
tell her that you would like to reciprocate to anyone who sends a gift to you.
We still need drivers to deliver the packages since they must be delivered on Purim. If
you can help, please contact Barbara Smith.
Here are some suggestions:
1. Come to services, not just the High Holidays, as important as that is, but on Friday nights
and Saturday mornings.
2. Learn more about Judaism, by coming to
the Rabbi’s study sessions before Saturday morning
services and attending his other classes.
3. Tell the Office or one of the officers of CBI
what skills you have that may be of use.
4. Sponsor a Kiddush or Oneg in honor or
memory of someone special.
5. Join a committee that you have a special
interest in.
6. Host a new member to a Shabbat dinner.
7. Come to Congregational meetings and
speak on matters of concern to you.
8. If you never had a Bar or Bat Mitzvah ceremony, call the office and we can help you.
This list is for starters. Reading through it may
give you other ideas about helping. Please tell us
Yahrzeits this month
about them and help bring them to reality.
Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date
Remember, our synagogue lives or dies by
given. For additions or corrections to this list, please the efforts of all of its members.
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or
slzdiamond@hotmail.com
Just for the fun of it
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please call The owner of the local bar was so sure that his barthe office two weeks before, and we will try to ar- tender was the strongest man around that he offered
range a minyan. It would be helpful to bring a few a standing $1,000 bet. The bartender would squeeze
family members and friends to the service to make a lemon until all the juice ran into a glass, and hand
sure of a minyan as it is not always possible to ar- the lemon to a patron. Anyone who could squeeze
range one from our congregants.
out one more drop of juice would win the money.
Many congregants come to services Friday
Many people had tried to do this over time—
night to say kaddish.
weight lifters, longshoremen, wrestlers, etc.—but noMarch 3/Adar I 26
body could do it.
Gittel Klainminc, mother of Dr. Betty Jensen
One day, a scrawny little man wearing thick
March 6/ Adar 1 30
glasses and dressed in a polyester suit came in and
Harry Levy, father-in-law of Sandy Levy
said in a high, squeaky voice, "I'd like to try the bet."
Fraida bat Pinchas, mother of Miron Berenshteyn
After the laughter had died down, the bartendMarch 22/Adar II 15
er said, "OK," grabbed a lemon and squeezed away.
Lillian Brownstein, mother of Cheryl Guterman
He then handed the wrinkled remains of the rind to
March 23/Adar II 16
the little man. The crowd's laughter turned to silence
Doris Rubinstein, sister of Roger Lader
as the man clenched his fist around the lemon and
six drops fell into the glass.
How Can I Help?
As the crowd cheered, the bartender paid the
From time to time, we have asked you, our mem- $1,000, and asked the little man, "How did you do
bers, to help in our work. You may ask, “I pay my that? You lift weights, or what?" The man replied,
dues. What else is there?”
"I'm a fund-raiser for the United Jewish Appeal.”
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Shop Amazon and help C.B.I.
Amazon will donate a percentage of the cost of all
eligible items to C.B.I. if they are purchased on its
special site, AmazonSmile.com. The only difference
between this site and the Amazon site is that on
AmazonSmile, you can designate Congregation B’nai
Israel to be a recipient of the donation. The prices are
the same, the features are the same. However, using
this site enables C.B.I. to benefit from your purchase.
Here’s your chance to help our congregation
without any cost to you.
Movie news
Those who attended February’s movie saw a particularly interesting film, “Operation Finale,” which depicted the capture of Adolf Eichmann.This was followed by a lively discussion and some excellent desserts. Thanks to Susan Finkelstein, Laurie Raps, and
Janice Rappaport for setting up and cleaning up, and
thanks to Rabbi Pearl for obtaining the movie and
leading the discussion.
The next film will be “Praying With Lior,” a film
that asks whether someone with Down syndrome can
be a spiritual genius. Many believe Lior is close to
God -- at least that's what his family and community
believe -- though he's also a burden, a best friend, an
inspiration and an embarrassment, depending on
who is asked and when. As this documentary moves
to its climax, Lior must pass through the gateway to
manhood - his Bar Mitzvah.
The movie will be shown on Saturday evening,
March 23, at 8:30 p.m.
In Case Of…
By following these guidelines, you will help yourself and your family in times of joy, or G-d forbid, moments of crisis.
As your rabbi, I want to assist in your life-cycle
needs. These can include births, weddings, funerals,
and visits to the ill in hospitals or at home.
So that I can be as much help as possible, I
need to be kept informed. Please take a moment to
read through these suggestions and keep them in a
handy place so that they will be available when the
need arises
Rabbi Pinchas N. Pearl
Illness
If you or a loved one is ill or injured and is at home or
in the hospital, please notify the synagogue office at
(718) 987-8188 or on Rabbi Pearl’s cell (718) 5645518.. The message will be relayed very quickly.
Death
In case of a death, please notify Rabbi Pearl at the
synagogue office or on his cell (see above), even before making funeral arrangements. The Rabbi will

provide guidance in making the appropriate arrangements.
If you cannot reach the Rabbi, contact the funeral home and begin to make your arrangements.
Do not, however, set a time if the Rabbi is going to
officiate, until he has contacted you. This will be a
very short time. If the Rabbi is not available the office
will assist you in providing the name of another one.
Simchas
For your joyous occasions, share the joy with the
Rabbi by letting him know of births, engagements,
weddings, graduations, and other noteworthy moments in the life of your family. The Rabbi will arranged for a baby-naming, provide information concerning a bris, coordinate a pidyon haben (the redemption ceremony for first-born males0, schedule
an aufruf (to celebrate a forthcoming marriage), perform a wedding, and, in general, bring the richness of
Jeiwsh traditions into your simcha.
About The Board of Trustees
Those of you who read the calendar every month
(and all of you should) know that the Board of Trustees meets on the third Tuesday of every month
(except July). These meetings are where the needs
and plans for C.B.I. are discussed and voted on. In
other words, the dealings of the Board affect every
member of our congregation. These meetings, as
well as committee meetings, are open to everyone.
The Board needs input from as many of you as possible if it is to do an effective job of running the synagogue. Therefore, why not come down to a meeting
and let the Board know what is on your mind. .You
could well have an idea or two that no one else has
thought of that could prove to be beneficial.
Membership on the Board is not an empty
honor. If you have been selected to serve, you have
an obligation to attend as many meetings as possible. The Board needs the full participation of the entire Board if it is to guide our Congregation through its
current situation.
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CBI's Sisterhood invites you to join us
on Sunday, March 10, 2019
at 2:00 PM to see
“Children of Eden”
Music and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz

Location: Little Victory Theatre
4089 Victory Boulevard
718-524-8467

Please return the slip below, as soon as possible, with check payable to:
Sisterhood of Congregation B’nai Israel
45 Twombly Avenue
Staten Island, N.Y. 10306
For additional information please call the synagogue at 718-987-8188

RSVP by February 22, 2019
_______________________________________________________________________
Show: “Children of Eden”
#________

@ $25.00 per person:

$_________
Total: $_________

NAME: ________________________________
March 2019  The SHOFAR
PHONE: ________________________ Email_______________________
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