
 

 

        The Shofar 
                      Vol. 91 Issue 34(Published Monthly) 

Congregation B’nai Israel: A Traditional Conservative Synagogue 
45 Twombly Ave., Staten Island, NY 10306 
Tel: (718) 987-8188   Fax: (718) 987-7870 

Rabbi Pinchas Pearl 718-769-1454 , 718-564-5518, lamdan453@gmail.com            

Email: Office@sicbi.com, web site: sicbi.com., Facebook: Congregation B’nai Israel, NY           

Preschool and UPK  718-987-6200, cbiacademy123@gmail.com 

 

          April 2019 

  בס''ד

 
From the  

 
Desk of 

 
             Rabbi Pearl     
Passover is, of course, the most difficult of the holi-
days to prepare for.  But it also has the profoundest of 
meanings. It is the holiday of freedom.   

Simply put, what is freedom? Probably one of 
the most famous quotes in the Bible is in chapter sev-
en, verse 26 of Exodus: “And G-d said to Moshe, ‘go 
to Pharoah, and say to him, “thus says G-d: ‘Let my 
people go…” The verse does not end with  “Let my 
people go,” but “let My people go, and they will serve 
Me.” This, even though Passover is the Festival of 
Freedom.  

What are we free to do? To serve G-d! And thus 
we come upon an entirely different understanding of 
freedom than the view of modern Western thought. 

To be “free,” as commonly understood, is to be 
free to do whatever one wishes to do. As long as you 
do not harm another person — thereby interfering with 
his or her freedom — you can do basically whatever 
you want. There are no borders, no limitations. 

According to this view, of course, even a basic 
moral code — something which claims to dictate that 
certain behaviors are “wrong” whether or not they 
harm anyone — is an obstruction to freedom. For bet-
ter or for worse, a moral code imposes borders and 
limitations upon an individual. This gives people a 
profound motivation to dismiss moral systems.  Or, as 
the scientist Aldous Huxley (“Brave New World”) stat-
ed candidly in “Confessions of a Professional Free-
Thinker,” in 1966: 

“I had reasons not to want the world to have 
meaning, and as a result I assumed the world had no 
meaning, and I was readily able to find satisfactory 
grounds for this assumption… For me, as it undoubt-
edly was for most of my generation, the philosophy of 
meaninglessness was an instrument of liberation from 
Continued on page 2   
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April 2019 

Fri. April 5/Adar II 29 
Light candles, 7:07 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m 
 

Sat. April 6/Nisan 1 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri. April 12/Nisan 7 
Light candles, 7:14 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m 
 

Sat. April 13/Nisan 8 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri. April 19/Nisan 14 
Erev Passover 
Services, 7 p.m. 

Light candles, 7:21 p.m. 
First Seder,  7:30 p.m. 

 
Sat. April 20/Nisan 15 
First day of Passover 

Morning Services, 9 a.m. 
Evening Services, 8 p.m. 
Followed by 2nd Seder 
Light candles, 8:21 p.m. 
Start counting omer 

(See p. 4) 

Sun. April 21/Nisan 16 
Second day of Passo-

ver 
Services, 9 a.m. 

 
Th. April 25/Nisan 20 

Light candles, 7:27 p.m. 
 

Fri. April 26/Nisan 21 
Seventh day of  

Passover 
Morning services, 9 a.m. 
Evening services, 8 p.m. 
Light candles, 7:29 p.m. 

. 
Sat. April 27/Nisan 22 

Eighth day of Passover 
Services, including  

yizkor 9.a.m. 
 
 

Don’t forget to sell 
your chometz before 

Passsover. 
See the form on  

Page 6. 

  

Other dates to keep in mind 
Tues. April 2—Ritual Committee, 8 p.m. 
Wed. April 3—Minyan needed, 8 p.m. 
Sun., April 7—Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m. 
Tues., April 16-Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m. 
                         Board of Trustees, 8 p.m. 
Sun. April 21– Minyan needed, 8 p.m. 
Sun. April 28- Sisterhood meeting, 11 a.m.. 
 

On behalf of the officers and Board of 
Trustees of Congregation B’nai Israel, 
we wish you and your families a zissan 
(sweet) Passover! 



 

 

OFFICERS OF CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL 
RABBI              Pinchas N. Pearl 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees     Martin Eisenberg 
President                                               Charles Greinsky 
Executive Vice President                     Barry Kashubo 
First VP                                                  Roger Lader 
Second VP                                             Martin Eisenberg 
Third VP                                                 Kevin Brosnick 
Treasurer                           VACANT 
Financial Secretary                              Susan Finkelstein 
Recording Secretary                            Rita Eisenberg  
Sisterhood President                        Sandy Levy 
Editor               Norman A. Kanter 
—————————————————–—————————— 

There are several ways you can remember a loved 
one or commemorate a special occasion.  
Call the Synagogue office  (718) 987-8188: 
  to schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming 
  to dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)    
  to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush  
  to make a donation to the Hebrew School 
  to reserve a date for a special function  
  to dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life   
  to plant a Tree in Israel        
Call Dr. Selman Berger  (718) 948-5447 for  informa-     
tion  about  our cemetery plots                
Call Scott Diamond  (917) 674-3317 for information  
about a Memorial Plaque   

______________________________________________  

President’s message  
Finally, the event comes that we have been wait-
ing all winter for. I am not talking about the start of 
the baseball season, as anticipated as that was, ra-
ther, I am referring to Passover, one of our most joy-
ous holidays on the calendar. 
 For many of us, as we grow older, the holiday 
is touched by a bit of melancholy as we recall those 
whom we used to celebrate with, but are no longer 
with us. On the other hand, we also have the joy of 
welcoming a new generation to the Seder table. 
What a complete joy it is to have a grandchild recite 
the Four Questions for the first time! 
 This shift reminds us that, while generations 
change, our traditions do not. We still pour the four 
cups of wine; we still hide the afikomen (although, 
we used to be the ones to look for it); and we still 
open the door for Elijah the Prophet, without losing 
hope that one day he will appear. 
 This is also true of our Congregation. People 
come and go, but our institution remains. It provides 
a beacon of light for us to renew our spiritual well-
being. 
 It can only do this, however, if we make the 
effort. It is not enough to support us financially, as 
vitally important as that is.  We need to be involved, 
both with services and the operation of our Congre-
gation. 
 Technically, Passover falls in the first month 
Continued on page 4 

Rabbi’s message continued                                    
a certain moral system. We were opposed to morali-
ty because it interfered with our freedom.” 

If even a basic moral system is a limitation on 
freedom, then it follows that a system such as that 
commanded by the Torah, with 613 mandatory and 
prohibited acts, with countless restrictions and sub-
restrictions upon behavior, consumption of foods, 
sexual activity – “you name it, Judaism wants to con-
trol it” — is repressive, restrictive, limiting. And this is 
the vision of Judaism which many of us have. 

What is the vision of “freedom” that the Torah 
gives us? 

To answer this question, we must begin by 
understanding mental bounds. While they are every 
bit as real as physical ones, they are not so easily 
perceived. In the Ethics of the Fathers 4:28, Rabbi 
Elazar HaKappar says: “jealousy, lust and honor re-
move a person from the world.” What does this 
mean? One explanation is that these things color a 
person’s vision. Instead of dealing with the “real 
world,” he or she iees the world from a distorted per-
spective. And, of course, this unrealistic perspective 
limits the person, preventing him or her from doing 
things which otherwise would be entirely possible 
and appropriate. The victim is shackled, regardless 
of his or her self-perception. 

Sigmund Freud came close to this concept, 
saying that a person must continually battle himself 
for self-control. They are the products of the Evil In-
clination. . 

And what are we to do with the Evil Inclina-
tion? As the Talmud says, “drag it to the House of 
Study.” “There is no free man like the one who is in-
volved with the study of Torah.” The study of Torah 
is the ideal “sublimation” of those urges which other-
wise bind a person, shackle him to his drives and 
animal instincts. In a word, Torah gives a person 
perspective. It enables a person to step away from 
the pursuit of lust, power, or jealousy — leaving him 
or her to pursue happiness instead. 

There is yet another matter. We are creatures 
of accomplishment, creatures of purpose. Just as    
G-d is Creator, we are naturally driven to emulate    
G-dly traits, and to create, to do, to accomplish. 

It should be obvious, yet it must be said: that, 
in order to accomplish, one must have a goal. For 
accomplishments to have meaning, the goal must 
have meaning. And if all life is meaningless, then all 
goals will be lacking ultimate meaning as well. 

If we accept this axiom that accomplishments 
bring true satisfaction, then Huxley, with all of his 
“freedom,” can never achieve happiness. Because 
meaninglessness was his ultimate belief, he could 
not imbue his accomplishments with meaning. This,   
Continued on page 4 
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PASSOVER ACROSS AMERICA 2019 

                                      

                                          Friday, April 19, 2019 at 7:30 PM 

and  

Saturday, April 20, 2019 at 8:30 PM 

 

Congregation B’nai Israel  

45 Twombly Avenue 

SI NY 10306 

718-987-8188, office@sicbi.com 

 

 

CBI to partner with NJOP (National Jewish Outreach Program) to offer a  

Passover Across America (PAA) Seder  

 

The Sedarim will be led by Rabbi Pinchas Pearl. 

 

MENU: gefilte fish, matzah ball soup, choice of brisket or chicken, potato kugel, broccoli 

kugel, tsimis, cucumber salad, pickles, and dessert 

 

Reservations and payments (cash, checks, charge cards) for our first night's Seder and second 

night’s Seder must be received by April 8, 2019.  

 

Please mail the tear-off and make your check payable to: 

 

Congregation B’nai Israel  

45 Twombly Avenue  

Staten Island, NY 10306 

………………………..Tear-Off………………………………………… 

Friday, April 19 

# _____Adults and children 13 years and over.........chicken@$36$_____brisket@$40_____ 

# _____Children ages 5 through 12 ………..............chicken@ 18 $_____brisket @$20_____ 

# _____Children under 5 years old, NO CHARGE (please circle) chicken or brisket 

 

Saturday, April 20 

# _____Adults and children 13 years and over.......chicken @$36 $_____brisket @$40 _____ 

# _____Children ages 5 through 12 ………….........chicken@$18 $_____brisket @$20_____ 

# _____Children under 5 years old, NO CHARGE (please circle) chicken or brisket 

 

Total…….$______ Name________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________ 

Telephone Number_________________Email__________________ 



 

 

 President’s message continued 
of the Hebrew calendar. Why not make a New  
Year’s resolution right now to be an active part of 
our B’nai Israel family. 
 Ilene joins me in wishing all of you a zissan 
Pesach.                                                                                       
                    Yours in fellowship, 
                     Charlie Greinsky 
           President 
  

Mishloach Manot: A circle that unites us 
Mishloach Manot: one of the mitzvot of Purim but 
also a chance to say hello, thank you, you are ap-
preciated to family, friends, fellow congregants. 
         Mishloach Manot: a mitzvah we are command-
ed to do but also a major fund- raiser for Congrega-
tion B’nai Israel. 
         Mishloach Manot: mitzvah, fundraiser, com-
munity effort.. 
 With deep appreciation to the record-setting 
(41) members who participated. 
              Some of the community that made it work                              
(If we missed anyone please excuse us.  There were 
SO MANY!) 
 Donors: Joel and Nancy Cohen, Bette and 
Steve Goldstein, Charlie and Ilene Greinsky, Nor-
man and Barbara Kanter, Sandy Levy, Sheldon 
Lynn, The Pekuly Family, The Perel Family, Laurie 
and David Raps, Diane and Harris Schwartz, Barba-
ra Smith,  Masha and Jack Tabak, Sisterhood  
 Packers: Iris Cohen, Bette Goldstein, Sandy 
Levy, Sheldon Lynn, Miriam Perel, Regina Perel, 
Janice Rappaport,   Laurie Raps, Barbara Smith, 
Andrea Weiser 
 Drivers: Mila Abidor, Michelle and Kevin 
Brosnick, Joel Cohen, Susan and Richard Finkel-
stein, Steve and Bette Goldstein, Norman Kanter, 
Barry Kashubo, Ella Ligay, Sharon Pekuly,  Jack 
Tabak.         
     Thank you all, 
                                                      Barbara Kanter 
     Chairperson 
Ed. Note: None of this would have happened without 
the hours Barbara put in setting up the program and 
coordinating it. Thank you Barbara!                        
 
 
 

Membership 
Simply put, membership is the lifeblood of any or-
ganization.. Unfortunately, we simply have not been 
exerting enough effort to obtain or retain members.  
 We have a Membership committee that 
needs a chair and some active members, preferably 
ones with new ideas.  Here is one way you can re-
spond. Join this committee, which will only meet 
once a month and give us your ideas. 

Rabbi’s message continued                                   
the pursuit of happiness. too, is crucial to freedom, 
for freedom brings with it the pursuit of happiness. 
Torah teaches meaning. Service of G-d imbues the 
most trivial of acts with  a sacred purposeIt says that 
a person can perfect him or herself, and the entire 
world, and sets out a path towards that destination. 
And this is why the Torah can claim that its adher-
ents are truly, ultimately, happily free. 

This Passover, may we truly celebrate and 
recognize what we have — the tool for ultimate free-
dom! 

With blessings for a happy and kosher holi-
day. 

    Pinchas N. Pearl 
              Rabbi 

      
          Omer: What it is and why we count it           
“When you take this people out of Egypt,” said G-d 
to Moses, when He revealed Himself to him in a 
burning bush at the foot of Mount Sinai, “you shall 
serve G-d on this mountain.”                                                                                          
 It took seven weeks to reach the mountain. 
The people of Israel departed Egypt on the 15th of 
Nissan (the first day of Passover); on the 6th of Si-
van, which is celebrated ever since as the festival of 
Shavuot, they assembled at the foot of Mount Sinai 
and received the Torah from G-D  
 Each year, on the first night of Passover, we 
commemorate the events of the night of the Exodus. 
Through the Seder observances, we re-experience 
the liberating vision which drives our annual emer-
gence from our personal “Egypt” and our internal lib-
eration “from slavery to freedom, from darkness to a 
great light.” But the revelation of the Exodus is but 
a brief, momentary flash. On the following day we 
begin our 49-day trek to Sinai, reenacted each year 
with the Counting of the Omer. Beginning with the 
second night of Passover, we count the days trav-
ersed from the Exodus, chronicling the milestones 
and stations of our journey of self-refinement. 
 . 

Book Club news 

The next selection of the C.B.I. Book Club is 
"Shadows on the Hudson" by Isaac Bashevis Sing-
er.  Set in 1948 New York, Singer describes how the 
shadows of history cast a a dark shadow on 
the  Holocaust survivors who came to New York to 
rebuild their lives. 
 Please obtain the book as soon as possible, 
so that we can  schedule the next meeting of the 
Book Club. 
 Those who have been attending the previous 
sessions of the Book Club can attest to the interest-
ing exchange of ideas that always are present. They 
enhance everyone’s understanding of the book. 
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Yahrzeits this month 
Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date  

given. For additions or corrections to this list, please 
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or   

slzdiamond@hotmail.com   
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please call 
the office two weeks  before, and we will try to ar-
range a minyan. It would be helpful to bring a few  
family members and friends to the service to make 
sure of a minyan as it is not always possible to ar-
range one from our congregants. 
 Many congregants come to services Friday 
night to say kaddish. 

April 1/Adar II 25 
Lawrence Wasser, father of Valerie Levy 

William Spalding, father-in-law of Charles Kudler 
April 4/Adar I 28 

Joseph Cohen, brother of Al Cohen 
Irene Goldberg, mother of Alice Frey 

April 7/Nisan 2 
Sylvia Herbst, mother-in-law of Florrie Herbst 

April 8/Nisan 3 
Abraham Fruchter, father of Anita Sini 

Richard Goretsky, brother of Jay Goretsky 
Marlene Rhian, friend of Ana and Mark Cramer 

April 12/Nisan 7 
William Marin, father of Al Marin 

April 14/Nisan 9 
Marilyn Ross, relative of the Ross family 

April 16/Nisan 11 
Mordechai ben Meir, father of Miron Berenshteyn 

April 18/Nisan 13 
Gary Ross, husband of Sharon Ross 
Mania Saks, mother of Manny Saks 

April 21/Nisan 16 
Dora Perl, mother of Brenda Ness-Cooper 

April 22/Nisan 17 
Anna Fox, mother of Melvin Fox 

April 23/Nisan 18 
Danielle Goldberg, daughter of Marian and Arthur 

Goldberg, and sister of Beth Marin 
April 24/Nisan 19 

Bernice (Bunny) Leopold, wife of Robert Leopold 
Raya Shoikhetbrod, mother-in-law of Gretta Kovler 

April 25/Nisan 20 
Abraham Ganzman, father of Joel Ganzman 
Sydney Kettner, mother of Bette Goldstein 

Jacob Valdberg, grandfather of Lenny Goldberg, 
April 29/Nisan 24 

Chaim ben Mordechai, father of Ilya Miretskiy 
April 30, Nisan 25 

Grigoriy Shteyman, father of Lenny Shteyman 
Minnie Zeitlin, mother of Flo Weiss 

 
Sisterhood news 

Rita Eisenberg is now feeling better and is able to 
get out of the house. 
 We had a very nice turnout for the Shabbat 
Across America Dinner.  Max Rose, our new Con-
gressman, was our guest speaker.  Guests, who 
are not temple members, commented on how warm 
and friendly everyone was.  So good to hear! 
 Our Sisterhood program, making haman-
taschen with the Hebrew school was a huge suc-
cess.  We had more participants than last year and, 
considering the time change and the miserable 
weather, it was great to see.  Many thanks to Marty 
Eisenberg, our resident baker, for his time, patience 
and expertise for overseeing this project. 
 Rita Hauser told us of a possible speaker for 
a Sisterhood program.  "The Gentleman Warrior", 
Reynardo "Nikki" Gutierrez, is the founder and head 
instructor of "Nikki Sung Jitsu Ryu".  He teaches 
men and women how to protect themselves if at-
tacked, sometimes using unconventional meth-
ods.  We will try to arrange his visit. The program 
will be open to both men and women.  . 
 Also discussed was the possibility of having 
Sue Erlich, a Yiddish speaker and storyteller, to a 
Sunday morning breakfast.  Sharon. graciously of-
fered to cover Ms. Erlich's fee.  There was a discus-
sion about charging a nominal fee for the program. 
 Eight members went to see The “Children of 
Eden,” at The Little Victory Theater which was ar-
ranged by Laurie Raps.  Everyone enjoyed the 
show, and discussed the possibility of making ar-
rangements to see “The Odd Couple” in June and 
“Singing in the Rain.” 
 Shoppers for the next month are: Susan 
Finkelstein, Sandy Levy, Janice Rappaport,  and 
Barbara Smith. 
     Barbara Smith 
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Contract for Sale of Chometz 

The undersigned appoints Rabbi Pinchas N.  Pearl to act as agent to sell all chometz (leaven) products, belonging to the 

undersigned, found at his/her home, place or business and any other property belonging to the undersigned, to a non-

Jew selected by Rabbi Pearl.  The chometz will remain in the possession of the purchaser beginning on Friday, April 

18, 2019 (14 Nissan 5779) at 10:30 AM.  After the conclusion of Pesach on Shabbat, April 27 (22 Nissan 5779)   

Rabbi Pearl will negotiate for the repurchase of the chometz after 8:11 PM on behalf of the undersigned.  If 

negotiations are successful, the chometz will revert to the possession of the undersigned.  You are requested to refrain 

from the use or consumption of chometz until 9:15 p.m. to allow for negotiations. 

 

Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

The  signed contract may be sent to Rabbi Pearl at the B’nai Israel office no later than April 12. 

While there is no charge for this service, it is customary to make a donation (maot chittim) so that all who are needy 

can obtain food to celebrate Pesach. 

  Thank you for your contribution 
Contributions received after March 15 will be 

acknowledged in the May issue. Contributions with 
no specific designation are for the general use of the 

synagogue. 
Sandy and Rhoda Berger in memory of  

Robert S. Berger 
Ira Elias for sponsoring an oneg to honor the 

memory of his mother 
Anita and Larry Gordon in memory of  

Shirley Berman 
Gloria Hirsch in memory of Dora Hirsch 
Betty and Richard Jensen in memory of  

Gittel Klainminc  
 

Next Adult Education series 
We are pleased to announce that the National Jew-
ish Outreach Program has awarded C.B.I. a grant for 
educational purposes. In connection with that grant, 
Rabbi Pearl will be starting a series on Jewish histo-
ry shortly after Passover.  
 These series have engendered unusually in-
teresting and lively discussions, so you won’t want to 
miss this one.  Details will appear in the next issue of 
the Shofar. 
 

Preschool news 
In April, the Pre-K for All class will be studying The 
unit entitled Plants. Our youngest learners will begin 
the thematic unit entitled Spring.  
 Registration is ongoing for the Pre-K 3 and 
Pre- K 4 classes. 
      Wishing you peace, good times, good health, 
and happiness at Passover and always.                    
  The CBI Academy Preschool Team 

Just for the fun of it 
Joe and his friend Benny meet  for their regular 
weekly chat over coffee.  
 Joe tells Benny, "I just can’t seem to sell my 
car. I’ve been advertising it for nearly two months 
and I haven’t had even one inquiry."  
 "Really?" replies Benny, "So how did you 
word the ad?"  
 "It went  like this," replies Joe. 
 “2005 Ford Cortina 1300 for sale: One rear 
brake light missing, trunk dented in two places, no air 
conditioning, no radio, side window cracked, needs 
painting.$3,000 or best offer.” 
 Benny thinks for a moment and says, "No 
wonder no one called. Take out your note book and 
write down. You’ll sell your car very quickly." He then 
dictates this ad. 
 “Vintage car for sale: unique, lots of character, 
owned by non-smoker, good runner, light on gas, 
open space plan, easy to maintain, one or two things  
need fixing, but ideal for the imaginative executive 
who’s going places.” 
 When they meet up again a few weeks later, 
Benny asks Joe, “So did you sell the car?"  
 "Are you crazy?" replies Joe, "why should I 

sell such a wonderful car like that?"  



 

 
                        April 2019  The SHOFAR  7 

Scenes from Megillah reading (Thanks to Lillian Brosnick) 
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