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  בס''ד

From the  
 

Desk of 
 

                               Rabbi Pearl    . 

   
May is distinguished by the fulfillment of the mitzvah of 
Sefiras HaOmer, the counting of the Omer.  We start 
counting every night, at the conclusion of the evening 
service, starting with the second night of Passover and 
continuing to Erev Shavuot.  First, we count the indi-
vidual days, and then, as the weeks pass, we count 
the weeks and days, until we reach the goal of seven 
complete weeks, for a total of 49 days.  The mitzvah 
links the holidays of Passover and Shavuot, and is an 
easy commandment to fill.  Jewish mysticism promises 
all kinds of blessings and benefits from the fulfillment 
of the Omer, including prosperity and long life.   In Is-
rael the television and radio has turned the counting 
and the accompanying blessing into a song, cheerful 
and upbeat in tune and fulfillment. 

But what is Sefiras HaOmer really about?  What 
are we doing when we count? Passover is the holiday 
of freedom.  G-d brought us out of slavery, of horren-
dous bondage and torment, into freedom.  But what 
does that mean? 
 Freedom without value and direction is worth-
less.  Rules can be oppressive, but they can also give 
structure and needed limits to behavior and to living.  
How often have I heard and observed people who 
worked a lifetime to be able to retire securely, and then 
find “freedom” to be oppressive, boring, and even de-
bilitating.  Freedom is great, but if there is no structure 
or values to guide its use, it can be a negative.  I well 
remember a neighbor of my parents, who had worked 
most of her life in a diner in Hell’s Kitchen as a wait-
ress.  She was as tough as the clientele, and never 
ceased complaining about her hard work and need to 
fight for courtesy and respect.  Then, she became ill 
and had to give up working.  I visited her in the hospi-
tal, and foolishly commented how much a relief it must  
Continued on page 2 
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May 2019 

Fri. May 3/Nisan 28 
Light candles, 7:36 p.m. 

Services, 8 p. m 
 

Sat. May 4/Nisan 29 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri. May 10/Iyar 5 
Light candles, 7:43 p.m. 

Services, 8 p. m 
 

Sat. May 11/Iyar 6 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri. May 17/Iyar 12 
Light candles, 7:50 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 

Sat. May 18/Iyar 13 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

 Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri. May 24/Iyar 19 
Light candles, 7:56 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. May 25/Iyar 20 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20.a.m. 
 
 

Fri. May 31/Iyar 26 
Services, 8 p.m. 

Light candles, 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
 

  

Other dates to keep in mind 
Sun. May 5 --   Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m. 
Tues. May 7— Ritual Committee, 8 p.m. 
Sun. May 12— Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m. 
Wed. May 15—Sisterhood meeting, 7 p.m.,  
                         followed by Fun Night 
Sun. May 19 -  UJA Breakfast, see p. 6. 
Tues. May 21-  Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m. 
                         Board of Trustees, 8 p.m. 
Sat. May 22—  Self-defense, 7:30 p.m., see    
              “Sisterhood news,” p. 7. 
Sun. May 26--- Rabbi’s study session, 10 a.m. 
 

President’s letter 
May is the month between religious holidays. 
We have celebrated Purim and Passover, and, 
next month, we will celebrate Succot. Let us not, 
forget, however, that this month, we remember 
the Holocaust (see p. 5).  
 While that the holidays are enjoyable, 
what could not be enjoyable about celebrating 
and eating particularly good food, it is good to 
pause and catch your breath. (This goes double  
Continued on page 2 
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There are several ways you can remember a loved 
one or commemorate a special occasion.  
Call the Synagogue office  (718) 987-8188: 
  to schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming 
  to dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)    
  to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush  
  to make a donation to the Hebrew School 
  to reserve a date for a special function  
  to dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life   
  to plant a Tree in Israel        
Call Dr. Selman Berger  (718) 948-5447 for  informa-     
tion  about  our cemetery plots                
Call Scott Diamond  (917) 674-3317 for information  
about a Memorial Plaque   
______________________________________________  

President’s message continued                        . .  
for all those actually did the work.) 
 Does this mean that we can all sit back and 
relax, thinking that there is nothing going on at 
C.B.I.?  Not at all. Our synagogue functions every 
day on every month, holidays or no holidays. For ex-
ample, elsewhere in this issue you will find news 
about a movie night, book club, and other events 
scheduled or in the planning stages, not to mention 
our very important Friday night and Saturday morn-
ing services. 
 These programs are designed with you in 
mind. We want to get you more involved; it’s the only 
way that we can survive. 
 However, we are not mind readers. If you like 
what we are doing, show it by coming down and par-
ticipating. If you do not, then let us know what you 
would like to see us doing. 
 Speaking of the activities at C.B.I., I would be 
very remiss if I did not express my appreciation for 
all those who made our Mishloach Manot and Pass-
over Seders the successes that they were. I espe-
cially want to mention Rabbi Pearl, who initiated the 
Sedorim and has, with some of our members, done 
a tremendous job in promoting them. 
       Shalom, 
                                                        Charles Greinsky 
                                                        President 
P.S. Just before this issue went to “press,” we 
learned of the shooting in California. Our sympathy 

goes to the family of the woman who was killed and 
our prayers are for the full and speedy recovery of 
those that were wounded.   
 Dear G-d, when will it ever end? 
 
Rabbi’s message continued                                  
be for her not to go to work.  Her response: “Work is 
the best thing in life.”  A life without work, without 
structure, without goals and values, is usually a life 
wasted  

The Omer, and the lead-in to Shavuot, teach-
es us that freedom is worth having only with struc-
ture and values.  The freedom of Passover is de-
fined by the values of the Torah, given on Shavuot.  
Yes, the Torah limits our freedom.  We can’t do eve-
ry thing we want, anytime we want.  But the loss of 
freedom is balanced by the values, the purpose and 
direction that Torah gives up.  We have rules, limits, 
curbs on impulse and desire.  But we get value, pur-
pose, structure and meaning in return. 

Please count with the enthusiasm that this 
mitzvah deserves.  For freedom, defined and shaped 
by Torah, is truly the best thing that can happen to 
anyone, anytime. 

Happy counting! 
                                              Pinchas N, Pearl 
                 Rabbi 
 

News about our members 
We extend our  condolences  to Dr. Betty Jensen 
and her family, on the passing of Dr. Richard Jen-
sen. Condolences also go to the family of  Dr. Mark 
Koser on his passing.  May both families be comfort-
ed among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem and 
not know  any more sorrow for many years to come. 
 We wish a speedy and full recovery Mark 
Cramer, Barbara Smith, and Janice Rappaport 
 On a happier note, mazal tov to Masha and  
Jack Tabak on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson in 
Jerusalem. 

  
    Preschool News 

This month, the Pre-K for All class will begin the 
Instructional Unit entitled Babies.  Our youngest 
learners will enjoy the thematic unit entitled Down on 
the Farm.  
  Our annual Plant Sale will take place on Fri-
day, May 10. Please join us anytime from 10 a.m. 
until 3 p.m.  
 Registration continues for all classes for Sep-
tember 2019. We will have a 3-K class (free full day 
for children born in 2016) and a Pre-K for All class 
( free full day for children born in 2015).   
 To all mothers: we hope your Mother 's Day is 
filled with  beautiful moments. 
                      The CBI Academy Preschool Team 
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SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday,June 2, 2019-1PM 

Luncheon 

(Details to follow) 
 

Please Join Us To Celebrate 
The 50th Anniversary 

of 
Congregation B'nai Israel 

at 45 Twombly Avenue 
and to 

Honor Our Women of Valor 
Lillian Brosnick 

Susan Finkelstein 
Barbara Kanter 

Sandy Levy 
Sharon Pekuly 

Janice Rappaport 
Laurie Raps 

 



 

 

  Yahrzeits this month 
Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date  

given. For additions or corrections to this list, please 
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or   

slzdiamond@hotmail.com   
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please 
call the office two weeks  before, and we will try to 
arrange a minyan. It would be helpful to bring a few  
family members and friends to the service to make 
sure of a minyan as it is not always possible to ar-
range one from our congregants. 
 Many congregants come to services Friday 
night to say kaddish. 

May 1/Nisan 26 
Oscar Herzekow, father of Diane Schwartz 

May 2/Nisan 27 
Larry Tabak, father of Jack Tabak 

May 4/Nisan 29 
Elsie Krevoy, grandmother of Ilene Greinsky 

May 5/Nisan 30 
Harry Sotland, father of Lillian Brosnick 

May 6/Iyar 1 
Ben Hirsch, father-in-law of Gloria Hirsch 

May 8/Iyar 3 
Jacob Dambowic, brother of Doris Weintraub 

 Leib Yankelevich Gitsin, father of Yakov Gitsin 
May 12/Iyar 7 

Samuel Saks, father of Manny Saks 
May 13/Iyar 8 

Morris Edelman father of Rhoda Jaslow 
May 15/Iyar 10 

Sam Jaslow, father of Herbert Jaslow 
Rudy Olinsky, father of Norman Olinsky 

May 17/Iyar 12 
Morris Goldstein, father of Stuart Goldstein 

May 18/Iyar 13 
Miriam Boxer, mother of Francine Sklar 

May 19/Iyar 14 
Jacob Epstein, father of Rita Hauser 

Frieda Goldklang, mother of Lillian Phillips 
May 20/Iyar 15 

Michael Perner, father of Shelly Harwayne 
Tsypa Valdberg, grandmother of Lenny Valdberg 

May 22/Iyar 17 
Daniel Kostetsky, relative of Milena Priven 

May 23/Iyar 18 
Ben Cramer, father of Mark Cramer 

May 24/Iyar 19 
Valerie Levy, daughter of Doris Wasser, and cousin 

of Harris Schwartz 
May 25/Iyar 20 

Miriam Erdman, grandmother of Charles Greinsky 
David Streger, father of Roberta Sapolsky 

May 27/Iyar 22 
Abe Finkle, father of Martin Finkle 

May 30/Iyar 25 
Helen Wassner, mother of Martin Wassner 

May 31/Iyar 26 
Sally Lipschutz, mother of Bob Leopold 
Hyman Tasman, father of Marcia Cohen 

 
C.B.I. goes to Anatevka 

Well, maybe not the actual place (if there is one), 
but the next best thing. The latest Sisterhood trip 
was to see “Fiddler on the Roof” in Yiddish in Man-
hattan, and, a good number attended. 
 The show had a flavor that was missing in the 
productions that were in English, and that, combined 
with the very familiar melodies, made for an excep-
tionally enjoyable afternoon. 
 This was just the latest in the Sisterhood’s 
theatre party events and they have been uniformly 
excellent.  
 Do yourself a favor, watch for the next offer-
ing and plan to attend. You will have a very enjoya-
ble afternoon and help C.B.I. in the process. 
 Our thanks to Laurie Raps who finds the 
shows and makes the arrangements. 
 

Membership 
Simply put, membership is the lifeblood of any or-
ganization, including ours. Unfortunately, we simply 
have not been able to obtain or retain members. 
This has resulted in an inability to fully  function the 
way that a synagogue should. 
 We have a membership committee that 
needs a chair and some active members, preferably  
with new ideas. We regularly appeal for help from 
our members. Here is one way you can respond. 
Join this committee, which will meet only once a 
month, and give us your ideas. 
 For further information, please contact Nor-
man A. Kanter, bnkanter@verizon.net 
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The Staten Island Jewish Community 

Yom HaShoah Commemoration Committee 
 

PRESENTS 
 

Conspiracy of 
Goodness 

How French Protestants Rescued Thousands 
 

Guest Speaker 

Renee Silver 
Sunday, May 5th, 2019  6:30 p.m. 

DOORS OPEN AT 6:00 p.m. 
JCC 

1466 Manor Road 
Staten Island, New York 10314 

 

  

Participating Synagogues and Organizations: 
  

 Congregation Ahavath Israel            Arden Heights Boulevard Jewish Center                                        
Congregation B’nai Israel                  Congregation B'nai Jeshurun 
Congregation Temple Emanu-El      Temple Israel Reform Congregation of Staten Island                                     

 Congregation Ohel Abraham        Jewish Community Center of SI         
             Jewish War Veterans                          Wagner College Holocaust Center      
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  Thank you for your contribution 
Contributions received after April 15 will be acknowl-
edged in the June issue. Contributions with no spe-
cific designation are for the general use of the syna-
gogue. Please consider  making a similar donation. 
Remember, it does not have to have a special rea-
son to make a donation. Our synagogue is always 
available and an expression of support is always 
welcome. 
The Alekseyeya family 
Flora and Miron Berenshteyn             
Al and Sophia Cohen in memory of Joseph Cohen 
Vlad Cohen                                                           
Brenda Ness-Cooper and Marvin Cooper in memory 
of  Dora Perl                                                          
Cub Scouts Pack 150                                                  
Marty and Rita Eisenberg                                       
Alice and Steve Frey in memory of Irene Goldberg 
Joel and Rae Ganzman in memory of Abraham 
Ganzman                                                              
Cheryl and Michael Guterman in memory of Lillian 
Brownstein   
Diane and Harris Schwartz in memory of Dr. Richard 
Jensen                                                                   
Norman and Barbara Kanter in memory of Goldie 
Kanter and Dr. Richard  Jensen                                
Mira Mayzlin in memory of Mendel Mayzlin            
Ilya Miretskiy                                                           
Doris Wasser in memory of Lawrence Wasser 
 

Just for the fun of it 
The National Education Association has been 
celebrating, "Read Across America" by encouraging 
adults to read to children.  
 Of course, “Green Eggs and Ham” is one of 
the most popular Dr. Seuss books. But there is a di-
lemma. How can Jewish children celebrate with 
Green Eggs and Ham? So in honor of (and with 
apologies to the estate of) Dr. Seuss, here is a new 
ending to the story: - 

“Sam, will you never see?  
They are not kosher, so let me be.  
I will not eat green eggs and ham,  

I will not eat them, Sam-I-am.  
But I'll eat green eggs with a biscuit,  
Or I will try them with some brisket.  

I'll eat green eggs in a box,  
If you serve them with some lox.  

And those green eggs are worth a try,  
Scrambled up in matzo brie.  
And in a boat upon the river,  

I'll eat green eggs with chopped liver.  
So if you're a Jewish Dr. Seuss fan,  

But troubled by green eggs and ham,  
Let your friends in on the scoop,  

Green eggs taste best with chicken soup!” 

 Oops! We goofed 
In the listing of those who helped with our 
Mishloach Manot project, we inadvertently (very in-
advertently) omitted two names. Besides donating 
food and helping to pack, Laurie and David Raps al-
so helped deliver the packages. 
 We deeply apologize for the omission and 
thank them for all their help in this and for the myriad 
of other things they do to keep C.B.I. going. Both of 
them are part of the special group that keeps C.B.I. 
going. 
 
                      About Rosh Hodesh                                                          
It is the beginning of every month, hence the name 
Rosh (head) and Hodesh (month), but how much do 
you really know about it?         
 The requirement to bless the new month was 
the first commandment that Moses received from    
G-d  to Israel as a nation. He showed Moses the pre-
cise dimensions of the moon at the moment that the 
new moon was to be blessed.  For the generations 
after that, each new month was ushered in when two 
witnesses testified before the Sanhedrin (rabbinic 
supreme court) that they had seen the new moon.
 To provide more certainty, Hillel and his fol-
lowers established the perpetual calendar, which we 
follow today.                                                                                                                         
 If the preceding month has 30 days, Rosh 
Hodesh is observed on the last day of the preceding 
month and the first day of the new one. Otherwise, it 
is observed only on the first day.     
 This month, the new month of  Iyar will begin 
on the evening of May 5. May it come to us for a 
blessing. 
 

UJA breakfast honors one of our own 
The annual community  breakfast to  benefit UJA-
Federation will take place on Sunday, May 19, at 
9:30 a.m. at the JCC, 1466 Manor Road. The guest 
speaker will be Congressman Max Rose. 
 A number of community leaders will be hon-
ored, including Marty Eisenberg, our Chairman of the 
Board. Marty has been a dedicated worker for many 
years and this is an excellent opportunity to show 
our appreciation, as well as support a most worthy 
organization. 
 

Special offer on dues 
At its most recent meeting of the Board of Trustees 
decided to provide a 5% discount on dues that are 
paid in full within 30 days of receipt of a bill. This will 
take effect with 2020. 
 For this year, however, we would appreciate 
it, if  all those who have not paid their dues to re-
deem that obligation as soon as possible, including 
any silent pledges made during last year’s holidays. 
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Lag B’Omer—What is it? 
The Talmud relates that in the weeks between 
Passover and Shavuot, a plague raged among the 
disciples of Rabbi Akiva, “because they did not act 
respectfully toward each other.” These weeks are 
therefore observed as a period of  mourning, with 
various activities, such as weddings and other joyous 
events, barred. On Lag B’Omer, the disciples’ deaths 
ceased. Therefore, the restrictions on this period are 
lifted for this day.  The day also marks the passing of 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, the first teacher of the 
Kabbalah (which covers the mystical dimension of 
the Torah) He instructed his disciples to mark the 
date of his death as “the day of my joy.” For a full dis-
cussion of the Omer, see the Rabbi’s article. 
 This year, Lag B’Omer is on May 23. That is 
the time that those who have not cut their hair during 
the Omer period may get a haircut. 
 

Book Club 
Remember,  our Book Club is reading  “Shadows 
on the Hudson” by Isaac Bashevis Singer.  The Club 
will be meeting soon to discuss it, so be sue to get 
your copy so that you may join in. 
 

Record attendance at our Sedarim 
Our synagogue  sedarim, were  well attended.  The 
food, from  One Stop Kosher Caterers, was excel-
lent.  The company was enjoyable, and all had a 
pleasant and meaningful opportunity to fulfill the tradi-
tions of the Seder night. 
 It was especially encouraging to see how, on 
the second night, when Veronica, the woman who 
usually sets up and serves, was taken ill and could 
not come,  so many people pitched in to serve food 
and clean up afterwards  The members of B'nai Israel 
have a great attitude to help and support each other, 
and that came through loud and clear during the se-
der.  We can be proud of our sedarim, and I hope to 
keep up this tradition here for many years to come. 
                               Rabbi Pinchas N. Pearl  

 
Sisterhood news 

We welcome our new member, Iris Cohen. 
 “The Gentleman Warrior,” Reynaldo Gutierrez, 
will conduct a self-defense session on May 22 at 7:30 
p.m. There will be a $5 admission charge and re-
freshments will be served.  
 Eileen Cooper, Sharon Pekuly and Laurie 
Rapswill get details regarding a honey for Rosh 
Hashanah fund-raiser.  
 Sandy Levy and Eileen will be in charge of shi-
va platters. 
 Bette Goldstein will send out emails to the Sis-
terhood with the minutes of the meetings. 
 Laurie will contact The Little Victory Theater 
regarding two shows: “The Odd Couple, in June, and 

“Singing in the Rain,” in July. . She will also contact 
The Staten Island Yankees regarding our annual 
fundraiser. The projected date is August 4

.
 

 The following will do the shopping for the syn-
agogue in May: Bette, Eileen, Janet Rocco, Sharon,  
and Laurie. 
 Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, May 
15 at 7 p.m., followed by a fun night. 

    Laurie Raps 

   In case of… 
By following these guidelines, you will help yourself 
and your family in times of joy, or G-d forbid, mo-
ments of sadness. 
 As your rabbi, I want to assist you in your life-
cycle needs, including births, weddings, funerals, and 
visits to the sick. 
 So that I can be as much help as possible, I 
need to be kept informed. Please take a moment to 
read through these suggestions and keep them in a 
handy place so that they will be available when the 
need arises.                                                  
                                    Rabbi Pinchas N. Pearl 

Illness 
If you or a loved one is ill or injured, and is at home or 
in the hospital, please call the synagogue office at 
(718) 987-8188 or the Rabbi at (718) 564-5518. A 
message to the office wil be relayed very quickly. 

Death 
In the case of a death, please notify the office or Rab-
bi Pearl, as above, even before making funeral ar-
rangements. The Rabbi will provide guidance as to 
the proper procedures.  

If you cannot reach the Rabbi, contact the fu-
neral home and begin to make plans. Do not, howev-
er, set a time if the Rabbi is going to officiate, until he 
has contacted you. This will be a very short time. If 
the Rabbi is not available, the office will assist yo iin 
providing the name of a substitute rabbi. 

Simchas 
For your joyous occasions, share the happi-

ness with the Rabbi by letting him know of births, en-
gagements, graduations, and other celebratory mo-
ments in the life of your family. The Rabbi will ar-
range for a baby-naming, provide information con-
cerning a bris, coordinate a pidyon haben (the re-
demption ceremony for  a first-born male), schedule 
an aufruf (to celebrate a forthcoming marriage), per-
form a wedding, and in general, bring the richness of 
Jewish traditions into your simcha. 

 

For your own fulfillment, and for the 
benefit of our entire congregation, come 
to services Friday night, Saturday morn-

ing, or, even better, both! 
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