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  בס''ד

From the  
 

Desk of 
 

                                  Rabbi Pearl    

                                                  
It is hard to believe, but the month of Elul, that 30-
day period of introspection and self-examination, is 
here.  Every Jew, in the month before Rosh HaSha-
nah, must look deep and hard at himself or herself, 
and find the flaws and faults that need correction.  On-
ly if we take that deep, hard look can the blessings of 
Rosh HaShanah come to us.  Painful though it may 
be, we must confront our failings, and find the path to 
change and improvement.                                       
 This past year, in many ways, was a successful 
one for C.B.I..  We can take great pride in the quality 
of our programming and classes.  The frequency of 
events, including educational, social, and spiritual, with 
solid turnouts by our members and non-members, are 
wonderful to see.  Our synagogue is filled with life and 
meaningful purpose.  Our sense of community is 
strong, and our purpose in the greater Staten Island 
Jewish community as a traditional Conservative syna-
gogue is clear and well defined  

But the flaw that needs honest confrontation on 
all our parts is the turnout, or lack of turnout, for ser-
vices Friday night and Shabbos morning.  The primary 
role of a synagogue is to be a place of prayer.  Due to 
illness and relocation, a significant number of regulars 
for our Shabbos minyanim are no longer available.  It 
has left us in the sad position of often lacking a minyan 
Friday night to be able to conduct a full service, and 
even sadder, of not being able to afford those observ-
ing yahrzeit the opportunity to say kaddish.  Shabbos 
morning, all too often, we barely make a minyan, 
sometimes having to wait until 11 a.m. for a enough 
people to maek a full minyan.  This is a situation that 
does not bode well for the future of our congregation  

As you go through your examination of your 
soul and your spiritual state of being during this month, 
ask yourself if you can help remedy this unfortunate  
Continued  on page 2    
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Fri. Sept. 6/Elul 6 
Light candles, 7:01 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. Sept. 7/Elul 7 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Fri., Sept. 13/Elul 13 
Light candles, 6:50 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. Sept. 14/Elul 14 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 
Morning services, 9:20 

a.m. 
 

Fri. Sept. 20/Elul 20 
Light candles, 6:38 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. Sept. 21/Elul 21 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
Slichos, 9:30 p.m. 
Temple Emanu-El 

984 Post Ave. 

Fri. Sept. 27/Elul 27 
Light candles, 6:26 p.m. 

Services, 8 p.m. 
 

Sat. Sept. 28/Elul 28 
Rabbi’s class, 8:40 a.m. 

Services, 9:20 a.m. 
 

Sun. Sept. 29/Elul 29 
Erev Rosh HaShanah 
Light candles, 6:23 p.m. 

Services 6 p.m. 
 

Mon. Sept. 30/Tishri 1 
First day of Rosh 

HaShanah 
Morning services,  

8:30 a.m. 
Tashlich, 4:30 p.m. 
Evening services,  

6:45 p.m. 
Light candles, 7:21 p.m. 

 
It’s still not too late to 
reserve seats for the 

High Holidays, 
See pages 7 and 9 

Other dates to keep in mind 
Tues. Sept.  3--Ritual Committee and ticket             
               sales, 8 p.m. 
Sat. Sept. 7-movie, see page 4, 8:30 p.m. 
Sun., Sept.  8-Hebrew School Open House,                     
             registration; ticket sales 10 a.m. 
Sun.  Sept. 15-Trip to Museum of Jewish  
                        Heritage, 11 a.m. from C.B.I. 
Tues. Sept. 17-Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m. 
                        Board of Trustees, 8 p.m. 
Wed. Sept. 18--Sisterhood meeting, followed by 
                silver polishing, 7 p.m. 
 
To order a lulav and esrog for Succot , see 
page 5. To make a reservation for meals in 
the succah, see page 3. 
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There are several ways you can remember a loved 
one or commemorate a special occasion.  
Call the Synagogue office  (718) 987-8188: 
  to schedule a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Baby Naming 
  to dedicate a Chumash ($75) or Siddur ($36)    
  to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush  
  to make a donation to the Hebrew School 
  to reserve a date for a special function  
  to dedicate a leaf on our Tree of Life   
  to plant a Tree in Israel        
Call Dr. Selman Berger  (718) 948-5447 for  informa-     
tion  about  our cemetery plots                
Call Scott Diamond  (917) 674-3317 for information  
about a Memorial Plaque   

______________________________________________      
                  President’s Message                                               
As the summer comes to an end, and with it, for 
most of us, memories of what I hope were pleasant 
vacations, our thoughts, however reluctantly, turn to 
down-to-earth matters.  For parents with school-age 
children, preparation for the new term or new school, 
takes precedence. Others may have special projects 
that have been waiting all summer to be done. Can-
didly, for some, like me, there is a heightened inter-
est as the baseball season draws to a close and the 
post-season begins. 

All this is well and good, but we also need to 
turn our attention to spiritual matters. While they are 
nearly a month away, the most important days of 
Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur will be here before 
you know it. Not only should they turn our thoughts 
to preparing for them, but also, to reassess our con-
nection with our faith through our synagogue attend-
ance. 
 You are all familiar with the need to attend 
services on these holy days and I am not going to 
belabor the point. I will simply say that of the many 
reasons for making arrangements for being there, 
the need to thank G-d for the blessings that we have 
received is among the most important. 
 But more than that, we receive blessings each 
day of the year. Why should we limit our thanks to 
three days of year?   C.B.I. holds services every Fri-
day night and Saturday morning. Shouldn’t all of us 

make a determined effort to attend more of these 
services? 
 On a personal note, I am most grateful to G-d 
for my improved health. Don’t you have something 
you are grateful for? What better place to say “thank 
you” than in the synagogue. 
 I urge all of you to think of what we receive from 
G-d and to make a determined effort to come to ser-
vices on a more frequent basis to show your grati-
tude  

       .                 . .      Shalom, 
                                                        Charles Greinsky 
                                                        President 
  
Rabbi’s message (continued) 
situation. If you are not attending services, resolve to 
come at least one Friday night and one Shabbos 
morning a month.  If all our members would do that, 
there would be no minyan problems.  Make syna-
gogue attendance part of your repentance for the 
coming year.     
 May you be blessed with health, happiness 
and prosperity.  May G-d answer all your prayers, 
fully and with all the blessings you seek.  
                 With best wishes, 
                                                         Pinchas N, Pearl 
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Congregation B’nai Israel 

                                      45 Twombly Ave., Staten Island, NY 10306    (718)987-8188                                                                                                      

                   Invites You to join us for 6 festive meals in the Sukkah 

                                                                                                        Number of Orders                    Cost 

Sun. night Oct. 13th Following Services  
BBQ Chicken: $26    ________________         ___________________ 
Brisket of Beef: $26    ________________         ___________________ 
Chicken Nuggets (children under 13) $10              ________________         ___________________ 

 
Mon. night Oct. 14th Following Services  

Stuffed Cabbage: $26                                                 ________________         ___________________ 
Turkey Breast: $26                                                      ________________         __________________ 

              Chicken Nuggets (children under 13) $10               ________________         __________________ 
 
Fri. night Oct. 18th Following Services 

BBQ Chicken: $26                                                       ________________         __________________ 
Brisket of Beef: $26                                                    ________________         __________________ 
Chicken Nuggets (children under 13) $10              ________________         _________________ 

      
                                                                          Total # of Orders _____________     Total Cost   ____________ 
                                        Children under 6 may share an adult’s meal at no extra cost. 
                                                              Vegetarian meal available on request 
 
Mon. Oct. 14 after morning services  
               Dairy luncheon: $5                                                     ________________        __________________ 

Tues. Oct. 15 after morning services 
 Deli luncheon: $5                                                _______________       __________________ 
Sat. Oct. 19 after morning services 
               Dairy luncheon: $5                                                   _________________       ___________________ 
                                                                          
                                                                        Total # of Orders ________________   Total Cost ___________ 
 
Your Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number/email address ___________________________________________________________     
 
                         Checks payable to Congregation B’nai Israel may be sent to the office with order form. 
                          To pay with credit/debit card: call the CBI office to authorize the amount.   
                Then email/phone Barbara Kanter to place your order (bnkanter@verizon.net/718-351-9150)       
                                  

 All Orders, With Payment, Must Be Received by September 27 



 

 

  Yahrzeits this month 
 Yahrzeits start on the evening before the date  
given. For additions or corrections to this list, please 
contact Scott Diamond at (917) 674-3317, or   

slzdiamond@hotmail.com   
If you need to say kaddish for a yahrzeit, please 
call the office two weeks before, and we will try to 
arrange for a minyan. It would be helpful for you to 
bring a few family members and friends to make 
sure of a minyan, as it is not always possible to ar-
range one from our congregants. Many congregants  
come to services Friday night to say kaddish. It is 
customary to make a contribution in memory of the 
loved one.. 

Sept. 1/Elul 1 
Aaron Kastell, father of Walter Kastell 

Louis Raps, father of David Raps 
Sept. 4/Elul 

Helen Hoffnung, grandmother of Diane Schwartz 
Sept. 5/Elul 5 

Samuel Hauser, father of Jerry Hauser 
Sept. 6/Elul 6 

Burton Sandeers, brother of Gene Sapolsky 
Sept. 7/Elul 7 

Shlomo Klainminc, father of Betty Jensen 
Sept. 9/Elul 9 

Harry Braunstein, father of Janice Rappaport 
Nathan Preiser, father of Gloria Hirsch 

Sept. 10/Elul 10 
Bernard Greenglass, father of Sharon Pekuly 

Abraham Kroll, uncle of Naomi Kroll 
Leon Kullback, father of Maxine Spierer and  

Yolanda Zinn 
Sept. 11/Elul 11 

Leonard Kastell, brother of Walter Kastell 
Sept. 13/Elul 13 

Roslyn Greenzweig, mother of Louis Greenzweig 

Sept. 15/Elul 15 
Anna Prieser, mother of Gloria Hirsch 

Alvin Resnick, father of Coby Forin 
Harry Surpin, father of Nancy Cohen 

Sept. 17/Elul 17 
Miriam L. Sklar, mother of Ira Sklar 

Sept. 19/Elul 19 
Paul Kravitz, father of Carole Wassner 

Sept. 21/Elul 21 
Morris Wolf, grandfather of Naomi Kirsch 

Sept. 23/Elul 23 
Roza Brofman, mother of Yakov Brofman 

Shirley Cohen, mother of Joel Cohen 
Sept. 24/Elul 24 

David Morrison, father of Aviva Levine 
Sept. 25/Elul 25 

Aaron Steingart, father of Helen Suss 
Sala Ziegler, mother of Gladys Graham 

Sept. 26/Elul 26 
Irwin Rosenblum, father of Laurie Raps 
Edward Wool, cousin of Norman Olinsky 

Sept. 27/Elul 27 
Gladys Greenglass, mother of Sharon Pekuly 

Sept. 28/Elul 28 
Mollie Zaffros, mother of Anna Gordon 

Sept. 29/Elul 29 
Rhoda Moddel, mother of Susan Finkelstein 

  
Movie and book scheduled 

Our first movie  will be shown on Saturday night, 
September 7, at 8:30 p.m. The film is the Barbara 
Streisand hit “Yentl”.  This 1983 film tells the story of 
a young woman wanting to study Torah, who dis-
guises herself as a boy, with complications to fol-
low.  I have had many requests to show this film, 
and I am pleased to finally have been able to obtain 
a copy to share with you.  Light refreshments will be 
served. 
 The Book Club is reading “Kaddish.com,” a 
novel by Nathan Englander. The story is about a 
secular Jew from an Orthodox family who secretly 
uses a website to hire a stranger to fulfill his obliga-
tion to say kaddish for his father. 
                    Rabbi Pearl 
 

Want to celebrate? 
Birthdays and wedding anniversaries are wonderful 
moments and when they are celebrated with friends 
are especially wonderful.  I would like to institute the 
practice of honoring each month’s birthday and anni-
versary celebrants at an Oneg Shabbat.  The onegn 
will include a pareve  cake. 
 Our first  celebration will take place Friday 
evening, September 20

t
  If you would like to partici-

pate, please leave a message for Rabbi Pearl in the 
office. 
                                                           Rabbi Pearl 
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Sisterhood news 
Janice Rappaport is graciously covering the cost of 
laundering the tablecloths. Barbara Kanter reported 
that our trip to the Jewish Heritage Museum has 19 
participants. 
 Our September 18 meeting will be followed by 
polishing the silver for the holidays.  Sisterhood 
members were asked to bring rags, and it was sug-
gested that we serve wine and cheese for partici-
pants. 
 For Sukkot, there will be dinners on October 
13, October 14, and October 18.  Cost to be deter-
mined.  Sukkot lunches will be provided on October 
14, 15, and 19.  Veronica, and possibly her sister, will 
be hired to help with the serving, and volunteers will 
be welcome.  Lunch participants wii be charged  $5 
per person payable in advance.  Sisterhood will pro-
vide the funds to cover the cost of the lunches. 
 On Movie Nights, there will be a $5 fee to cov-
er the cost of refreshments.  People should be made 
aware of the charge when movies are announced. 
Shoppers for September are: Iris Cohen, Alice Frey, 
Barbara Kanter, Sandy Levy, and Barbara  Smith 
       There currently is no specific amount budgeted 
for Onegs on Friday night.  In addition, if someone 
would like to sponsor an Oneg, there should be a list 
of what the donated money would cover.  If the Oneg 
sponsors choose to purchase the items themselves, 
they need to include paper goods and utensils.  Plas-
tic tablecloths will be supplied by the temple.  
 Tentative dates for upcoming events:   
             November 16- Karaoke 
             December 20- Chanukah Dinner 
             December 28 - Movie Night 
     Barbara Smith 
             
   Thank you for your contribution 

Contributions received after August 15 will be 
acknowledged in the October issue. If there is no 

reason given for the donation, it is meant to help sup-
port our Congregation.  Please consider making a 

similar contribution  
Sandy and Rhoda  Berger in memory of  
Gertrude Berger 
Leo and Linda Fisch in memory of Robert Davidson 
and Jonas Fisch 
Aaron and Arlene Gerstman in memory of  
Theodore Appelbaum and Ida Gerstman 
Charles and Ilene Greinsky in memory of  
Miriam Sue Greinsky and  honor of Lillian Brosnick, 
Susan Finkelstein, Barbara Kanter, Sandra Levy, 
Sharon Pekuly, Janice Rappaport, and Laurie Raps 
Jerry and Rita Hauser for sponsoring an oneg in 
memory of Jerry's mother and in honor of the birth of 
their twin great granddaughters 
Nina Kachar 

Larry and Naomi Kirsch in memory of Hannah Kroll 
and Louis Kroll 
Roger Lader in memory of Samuel Perlin 
Norman Levine in memory of Lenore Hartman 
Sandy Levy in memory of Gertrude Springer 
Judith and Paul Rosen in memory of Harry Zuness 
    

Preschool News 
We are looking forward to a new school year with 
the Pre-K for All class and the 3-K class.  Both clas-
ses are sponsored by the New York City Department 
of Education and will begin on Thursday, September 
5, 2019.  
 W wish all of you all good things for the com-
ing year...  
                                 CBI Academy Preschool Team 
 

Thank you early birds 
To state the obvious, our synagogue lives or dies 
primarily on your contributions. One of the most im-
portant aspects of these are your High Holiday pledg-
es. In that regard, the earlier these pledges are re-
deemed, the better our cash flow is. 
 We are grateful to the following people who 
have seen the need for funds to come in as soon as 
possible and have already redeemed their High Holi-
daypledges. 
 Susan and Richard Finkelstein 
 Barbara and Norman A. Kanter 
 Sheldon Lynn 
 Mazurovsky family 
 Janet and Michael Rocco 
 Deborah and Alvin Sall 
 Thank you to all. For everyone else, please 
don’t wait to be asked.  
 

Help wanted 
Every Friday night after services, there is an appetiz-
ing oneg, consisting of cake, fruit, and beverages. 
Following services after Saturday morning, there is a 
kiddush, consisting of salad, spreads, eggs cakes, 
and beverages, among other items. These items, 
however, do not come in by themselves.  Every 
week, two members of the Sisterhood have gone 
shopping and brought them to the synagogue and 
set up for Friday night. 
 It is time to share the work.  We need several 
volunteers, especially men, to do shopping every 
month or so. Before you say,” I don’t attend these 
meals, why should I help,” keep in mind  that not eve-
ry one of the Sisterhood’ volunteers attends either. 
This is what being a community is all about. We all 
work together for the common good. 
 If you would like to help, please call Sandy 
Levy, at (718) 356-8895. 
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Date_________                     CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL              SEAT #______ 

45 TWOMBLY AVENUE 

S.I. NY 10306 

HIGH HOLY HOLIDAYS RESERVATION FORM 

 

 NAME________________________________________________ 

 ADDRESS_______________________________ZIP CODE______ 

 TELEPHONE NUMBER__________________________________ 

GUESTS OF FAMILY (list additional names and addresses on back) 

NAME________________________________________________ 

 ADDRESS_____________________________________________ 

 TELEPHONE NUMBER___________________ Email_______________ 

FAMILY MEMBERS (MAXIMUM 2)________________ _____ $ 100 EACH_______ 

PARENTS OF MEMBERS_______________________________  $ 100 EACH_______ 

ADULT CHILDREN OF MEMBERS (Out of college)__________$ 100 EACH_______ 

CHILDREN OF MEMBERS___________________________ $    36 EACH_______ 

NON-MEMBERS___________________________________ $ 200 EACH_______ 

NON-MEMBER CHILDREN (17 or younger)_____________        $   72 EACH_______ 

     SUBTOTAL__________ $_________________ 

 

WE DO NOT SUPPLY PRAYER BOOKS. YOU MUST HAVE YOUR OWN 

HIGH HOLIDAY PRAYER BOOK ___  @ $36 each  ________ 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES ARE AVAILABLE AT $360 EACH ($540 for nonmembers). 

TREE OF LIFE LEAVES ARE $72 EACH. TO ORDER, PLEASE FILL OUT THE 

INFORMATION ON THE BACK 

 

HIGH HOLIDAY PLEDGES: 

Rosh HaShanah______________________________________ 

Kol Nidre___________________________________________ 

 

SUMMARY OF CHARGES 

DUES__________________________________________  $________________ 

SCHOOL_______________________________________  $________________ 

TICKETS_______________________________________  $_________________ 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES___________________________  $_________________ 

TREE OF LIFE___________________________________  $_________________ 

PRAYER BOOKS_________________________________ $_________________ 

PLEDGES_______________________________________  $________________ 

TOTAL__________________________________________ $_________________ 

 

Credit card:  American Express______  Discover______  Master Card_____ Visa___ 

Credit card number                                              Expiration date 

Name on card                                                       Signature 

email 

To include names for Golden Book, check here_____ and list on back 

 



 

 

Just for the fun of it 
Howard, a media marketing manager, has recently 
been made redundant by the Jewish Chronicle. Alt-
hough he’s strictly orthodox, he’s doing something 
today he never thought would happen – he’s going to 
a job interview with Mr Smith of the New Methodist 
Times newspaper.  The job advertised is very similar 
to the one he was doing previously and the interview 
therefore goes well. Then Mr Smith asks, "So, How-
ard, what kind of salary are you looking for?"  
 Howard has a wife and four children, they live 
in a prosperous area of town, and two of his children 
go to Private School. So he has prepared for such a 
question. He replies, "Because of my skills, experi-
ence and the job match, I think $80,000 per annum is 
the right salary for the job. This is no more than I was 
receiving at the JC."  
 "Unfortunately," says Mr Smith, "although you 
have the right skills and experience for the job, you 
don’t know much about us Protestants. I think you 
need to initially accept £60,000 per annum for the job 
and when you have learned more about the way we 
tick, we can consider moving you up to the $80,000 
you require."  
 "I’m not at all happy with your offer," says 
Howard. "I have a lot of expenses to cover. Even 
though I’m orthodox, as I told you, and even though I 
keep a kosher home, I still have to bring home the 
bacon!"  
  

How Can I Help? 
From time to time, we have asked you, our mem-
bers, to help in our work. You may ask, “I pay my 
dues. What else is there?” Here are some sugges-
tions: 

Come to services, not just the High Holidays, 
as important as that is, but on Friday nights 
and Saturday mornings. 

Learn more about Judaism, by coming to the 
Rabbi’s study sessions before Saturday 
morning services and attending his other 
classes. 

Tell the Office or one of the officers of CBI 
what skills you have that may be of use. 

Sponsor a Kiddush or Oneg in honor or 
memory of someone special. 

Join a committee that you have a special inter-
est in. 

Host a new member to a Shabbat dinner. 
Come to Congregational meetings and speak 

on matters of concern to you. 
If you never had a Bar or Bat Mitzvah ceremo-

ny, call the office and we can help you  
 This list is for starters. Reading through it may 
give you other ideas about helping. Please tell us 
about them and help bring them to reality. Please, do 
not say, “Let George do it.” Put quite bluntly, George 

isn’t here anymore. 
Tree of Life 

Our beautiful Tree of Life board contains leaves 
that can be used to commemorate a simcha, or any 
other significant event in your family 
 Each leaf costs  $72, which includes the cost 
of custom engraving. The profit from your purchase 
will  help our synagogue continue to provide services 
to the Jewish community. 
 This is a meaningful way of permanently  me-
morializing an important date or person. As we ap-
proach the New Year,  it would be particularly appro-
priate to consider such a memorial. 
 Please contact the office for further infor-
mation.. 
                              In  case of… 
By following these guidelines, you will help yourself 
and your family in times of joy, or G-d forbid, mo-
ments of sadness. 
 As your Rabbi, I want to assist you in your life-
cycle needs, including births, weddings funerals, and 
visits to the sick.      Rabbi Pinchas N. Pearl 
                                   Illness 
If you or a loved one is ill or injured, please call the 
synagogue office at (718) 987-8188, or the Rabbi at 
(718) 564-5518, whether that person is home or in 
the hospital. Alternatively, you can email the office, 
office@siclbi.com, or the Rabbi, 
lamdan453@gmail.com. A message to the office will 
be relayed very quickly. 
                                  Death 
In the case of a death, please notify the office or 
Rabbi Pearl, as above,, even before making funeral 
arrangements. The Rabbi will provide guidance as to 
the proper procedures. 

If, however, you can’t reach the Rabbi, contact 
the funeral home and begin to make plans. If the 
Rabbi is going to officiate, do not, however, set a 
time. This will be only involvr a very short wait.. If the 
Rabbi is not available, the office will assist you by 
providing the name of a substitute Rabbi. 

                    Simchas 
For your joyous occasions, share the happiness with 
the Rabbi by letting him know of the reason- birth, 
engagement, graduation, or any other celebratory 
moment in the life of your family .The Rabbi will ar-
range for a baby-naming, provide information con-
cerning a bris, coordinate a pidyon haben (the re-
demption ceremony for a first-born male), schedule 
an aufruf( to celebrate a forthcoming marriage), per-
form a wedding and, in general, bring the richness of 
Jewish traditions into your simcha. 
 

The officers and Board of Trustee of Congrega-
tion B’nai Israel wish that all of you will be in-

scribed for a healthy and happy New Year. 
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Congregation B’nai Israel 

45 Twombly Ave. 

SI NY 10306 

(718) 987-8188, office@sicbi.com 

 
Please send your announcements no later than September 11, 2019. 

Rosh Hashanah starts the evening of Sunday, September 29, 2019. 

 

Rosh Hashanah Greetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memorium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cost per ad 

Inside front or inside back cover---$108 

Full page @72_______________ 

½ page @50_________________ 

1/3 page @36________________ 

Name only 18________________ 

Your name:       Telephone number: 

Email: 

Amount of check enclosed $ 

Credit card:  American Express___ Discover____ Master Card____Visa____ 

Credit card number:                                                        Expiration date 
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